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1. Have you sensed prompt-

ings from the Holy Spirit 

recently? How did you  

respond? 

2. Do you think of yourself as 

a child of God and co-heir 

with Christ? 

3. What examples of broken-

ness in our world do you 

lament and pray for? 

4. What does it mean that 

creation is connected with 

our salvation journey (see: 

R o m .  8 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) ?  H o w    

invested should we be in 

creation care? 
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75th Anniversary 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
If you were wrong, would you want to know? 

 

Yikes!  This question makes me squirm as I think of the many issues that I’m pretty sure I’m right about.  And I, like most      

others, choose my reading material, podcasts, and facebook feeds based on authors I already know I pretty much agree with.  

They support my point, validate my rightness.  They are “safe”. But Christian Formation means to be formed to the image of 

Christ, not to the image of our favorite speakers.  Are we also reading the Bible with eyes and ears open to see the Truth?  Are 

we willing to hear that still, small Voice tell us something new or show us an area where we may need improvement? 

 

Reading a few new sources this summer, praying about what I’m reading, and striving to listen to what God is telling me 

through it has given me new energy on the formation front.  I hope you are also striving to grow this summer.  Please get ready 

to share some of your favorite books and resources as Christian Formation is gearing up to breathe new life into our church 

library.  We’ll need your help!  We are also planning a new year of children’s ministry and preparing to study Jim Cymbala’s 

Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire as we focus on prayer in adult Sunday school.   
 

~Sara Wakefield 

AugustAugustAugust   
As we plan to celebrate our 75

th
 anniversary on 

September 9
th
 and 10

th
, we have a wonderful     

opportunity to reflect on our identity and calling as 
well as God’s faithfulness throughout our history. 
The story of our congregation can be traced to 
evangelistic tent meetings held at the Wayne 
County fairgrounds from 1939 to 1941. Initially, 
these meetings were led by well-known evangelist 
C. F. Derstine but eventually included local leaders 
such as Rudy Stauffer.  
 

Following the meetings of 1941, a small group 
formed and began meeting in a home on Gasche 
St. purchased by Roland Ross. By 1944, our group 
was officially recognized by the Ohio Mennonite 
Mission Board as the Wooster Mennonite Mission 
with eight charter members. The primary ministries 
we were engaged in included home visitation,  
prayer meetings, Sunday school, and worship   
services. The mission continued to expand and we 
outgrew our facilities by the early 1950s. In 1954, 
our new church building was dedicated and our 
mission became known as Wooster Mennonite 
Church.  
 

As our church formed, different expressions of min-
istry emerged and flourished including a sewing 
group for mission projects (which continues to this 
day!), a Mennonite Youth Fellowship, men’s and 
women’s discipleship groups, and a radio program 
on the WWST station in Wooster. Our congregation 
experienced a number of changes during these 
years that impacted our identity and sense of call-
ing. These changes included phasing out traditional 
dress such as head coverings, calling female mem-
bers of our congregation to serve as elders, and 

engaging with 
the campus 
community at 
the College of 
Wooster. 
 

Despite    
numerous 
changes over 
the years, our 

congregation’s missional roots and desire to be an 
Anabaptist witness to the way of Jesus have      
remained constant. This can be seen in our current 
mission statement which reads: “The mission of 
Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring people to a 
saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for      
ministry, send everyone out for a life of service in 
the world, and glorify God in everything.” 
 

Today, I see the Spirit moving in our ongoing    
missional journey and service to others. Our     
partnerships with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
and Mosaic Connection have created unique     
opportunities for outreach to our broader communi-
ty and been a growing edge for us. As we form a 
sister church relationship with Yachiyo Bible Baptist 
Church in Japan, I am excited to see how our    
vision for mission will be further enlarged. 
 

Our 75
th
 anniversary celebration is an opportunity 

for us to look back with gratitude at the ways God 
has been faithful throughout these years. May this 
event strengthen our relationships with former   
attenders and reaffirm our missional roots as we 
venture forward into new seasons of ministry. 

―Jacob Dodson 

 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly kloved children and live a 
life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 

fragrant offering, and a sacrifice to God.     Ephesians 5:1- 2 

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

Prayer & Care 
There were 12 adults and 7 children that went to visit our Shut-Ins on Sunday, 
July 16th. Jon, Rosie & Isaac Longacre, along with Esther Hershberger and 
Jeanine Badertscher visited Noah Hershberger. They sang “Jesus Loves Me”. 
Noah showed them his new room. He is content and appreciates the Christian 
attitude at OrrVilla. He also enjoys the Sunday morning worship services held 
at OrrVilla.  
 

Jacob Dodson, Carol Miller, Gordon Miller, and Jim Bay went to see Dorcas 
Ross. She is still pretty sharp and has a good memory for being 101 years of 
age! She has a tablet (computer, not paper!) and watches programs on it. She 
keeps up with Kevin Himes’ sermons at Salem Mennonite. We talked, sang 
(Dorcas sang along with us!), and prayed. We all left feeling blessed.  
 

Kim & Jim Hartman, Julie, Violet & Jonathan Longacre, Aubrie & Micah Dodson 
went to see Mary Weaver. We sang her favorite hymn “Victory in Jesus”, as 
well as other songs. The kids also sang their Central benediction song          
together. We spent some time talking about how things were going with her 
and us. She is pretty down due to her medications for pain and depression that 
makes her tired. We tried to encourage her. We had prayer together. Just   
having company was a bright spot for her. 
 

Abbie, Amelia, & Soren Clevenger and Margaret Latta went to visit Denver 
Welty. We sang his favorite song, “God be with you until we meet again”. We 
enjoyed looking at the John Deere items that Denver has in his room, as well 
as an old photo of him with a very old truck! Abbie told Denver about how both 
her and Dustin grew up together attending SS classes at WMC! Denver seems 
to be doing well. We sang more songs and had a time of prayer.  
 

Please note: for the past several years, there has been a Fall Prayer Retreat at 
Camp Luz. This event has been moved to the Spring (during Lent) to Saturday, 
March 17, 2018. Mark your calendars!  
 

This year, our mission is PRAYER. The Elders are discussing ideas for Fall 
Prayer Event, watch for more information about this coming soon!  
 

Also, in the Fall, the congregation will be looking at a book about prayer, titled 
“Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire”, written by Jim Cymbala. Please check out the P&C 
bulletin board in the foyer of some previews from the book. 
 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2.  
 

In Christ --Margaret 

We hope to see everyone at our outdoor service on August 13 to be held at the Streeter      
Amphitheater at the OARDC.  Worship will begin at 10:30 AM and will include Communion.  In 
case of rain, we will gather in the Miller Pavilion, where a carry-in lunch will follow.  All are   
welcome—so invite your friends and neighbors!   
 
Covenant Sunday will be held on August 20, and we will gather for worship that day in the   
Fellowship Center. We hope to see everyone there! 
 
Looking ahead—be sure to mark your calendars for our September 10—our 75th Anniversary 
celebration.  Worship that day will be a wonderful time to meet old and new friends and give 
thanks to God for what he has done and continues to do at WMC.   
 
Cathy Schmid, 
Worship Team Elder 

Angie and I were very fortunate to spend a week at Lake 
Winnipesauke in New Hampshire in July.  God’s creation 
continues to astound us.  We experienced a clear water lake, 
a family of loons in our area, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, and eating lots of great breads and cheeses.  I tried paddle boarding for the first time.  I felt shaky at first, 
but once I got my confidence going, I had a pleasurable experience.  So it is with our “God endeavors.”  We take the plunge, feel shaky, but know, with our     
Father’s help, that good will come. 
 

Community Life will have met on July 31st.  We will finalize plans for the outdoor service and luncheon.  The activities will be held on August 13, 2017 at the 
Streeter Arboretum and Miller Pavilion on the OARDC campus.  The service will begin at 10:30am followed by the luncheon.  You should have received, in your 
mailbox, a flyer with information and a map.   Please bring a dish to share and your own table setting if possible.  
 

Leon Hershberger (Stewardship Elder), Steve Schmid, and I discussed the kitchen renovations.  There is a committee in place and Steve has generously agreed 
to chair the committee.  He will move forward with initiating a meeting.  Progress is typically slow given the fact that summer is here and people tend to go away 
on vacations and outings.  You will be kept abreast of every facet of the committee’s progress.  
 

I want to highlight the fact that Cathy Schmid will be finishing her term as elder in August.  Cathy served admirably as an elder and for the entire length of her 
term, she served as elder chair.  Her leadership has been nothing short of incredible and we are so grateful for her inspiring example.  She will be missed very 
much.  Thanks, Cathy, for all your endless hours of dedication in doing God’s work and the work of WMC.  We know you will never be far from your next         
involvement here at WMC.  We are SO lucky to have you as part of this church family. 
 

Please watch for upcoming activities as we experience the end of summer and the beginning of fall. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or concerns for our team. 
 

    In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
We met on July 11th. Five ladies worked on a quilt 

and a small comforter. 
 

Loretta opened our business meeting by showing us 

a copy of “Mrs. Noah’s Patchwork Quilts” and reading 

excerpts form it. She also read from the 47th Annual 

Mennonite Mission Board report from 1953, It      

contained news of Adriel School and other Mennonite 

Women’s organizations. 
 

We signed a birthday card for Molly Sponsler. Vicki 

Hershberger read the secretary and treasurer’s   

reports from last month’s meeting. Carol Yoder led us 

in our devotional time. The title for this month was, 

“Mentoring Others.” We read verses 1-15 form the 

book of Deuteronomy, which tells of Moses mentoring 

Joshua, preparing him to continue as leader of the 

Israelites to the Promised Land. Moses gave these 

last words to Joshua: “Be strong. God has not failed 

you and will go with you.” We were asked to think of 

others who served as mentors to us, giving us words 

of encouragement. We can also use Moses’ words to 

encourage other young leaders in our churches. The 

meeting closed with prayer and lunch.  
 

Our mission project for this month was making up 

school kits. The rest of our congregation will be   

invited to participate in this project. 
 

Submitted by Joann Hershberger 

What a blessing it has been to see the 
My Coins Count offering grow over the 
past months. Sunday, July 30, we had 
our largest offering of the year of 
$347.67. With matching funds, the total 
amount we are able to contribute to    
water projects through MCC at the Ohio 
Mennonite Relief Sale is $3,051.67. 
 
A gift of water helps to build irrigation systems, wells or piped water      
systems in places like Odisha, India. Irrigation gives farmers new chances 
to grow crops. Wells and piped water systems save families from spending 
hours hauling water for drinking, washing, and cooking. And having clean 
water means fewer illnesses. 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship 

Despite vacations and busy summer travel, 

your elder team has continued to meet and 

has begun the work of mapping out the details 

of our mission plan for the coming church 

year.  We’ve been excited to hear about fresh 

ideas for prayer initiatives, for the Christmas 

dinner, for a justice workshop, and of course, 

for the 75th WMC Anniversary celebration.  

The fall promises to be full of opportunities for 

us to grow as disciples of Jesus and will afford 

us many occasions to invite others to share in 

those opportunities as well.  Stay tuned! 

 

Covenant Sunday is coming up on August 20.  

This is the annual celebration when all regular 

attenders and members of WMC are invited to 

make a commitment to one of our six ministry 

teams for the coming church year: Christian 

Formation, Community Life, Outreach, Prayer 

& Care, Stewardship, and Worship.  You will 

find a commitment form in your mailbox.  

Please be in prayer about this important    

decision—we all have been given gifts by God 

that are needed by the Body of Christ at 

Wooster Mennonite Church!  

 

Finally, I want to thank Jacob and this year’s 

elder team for their dedication, hard work, and 

friendship.  You have been a delight to work 

with, pray with, and laugh with!  And as elders, 

we all thank the congregation for your support 

and prayers throughout the year.  Keep the 

elder team in prayer as they meet for the  

summer planning retreat on Saturday, August 

19.  Thank you! 

 

Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

From Elder Chair... 

Philippians 4:6 tells us not be be anxious about anything, but to pray about every-
thing, bringing our petitions to God with thanksgiving.   
 

It is with thanksgiving that I write these few words to say "thank you" for your  
prayers to God about our budget and for the great financial support that has come 
in during the summer months. The gap in budget and offerings is                      
closing. Currently, we are behind budget by $2,000, but expenses have been 
down resulting in a positive balance.  Watch the bulletin for updates. 
 

Please continue your prayers for the Stewardship Team as we work on the budget 
for the coming year. 
 
With a thankful heart, 
Leon for Stewardship Team 

Stewardship 


