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1. Who are the strangers in your 

life in need of hospitality? 

2. In what settings might you be 

able to offer hospitality? 

3. What might you have to give up 

in order to offer hospitality? 

4. What are examples of third plac-

es in your life? 

5. Do you see God at work in these 

places? How might you join in? 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  

2 
 
Mosaic Set-Up for 
Journey Through 
Bethlehem | FC,K, 
Classrooms 

3 

 
Mosaic “Journey 
Through Bethlehem” 
Noon-4pm | FC,K, 
Classrooms 
(Tear Down) 

4 
 

 
 

 

5 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

 
Popcorn & Pinterest 
7-9pm | FC, K 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
WMC Christmas 
Party 6-8pm 
 
 

8 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 
 

 

9 10 
 
Cindy & Liz | Rental 
10am | K 
 
 
 

11 
 
Global Crafts  
Christmas Market 
Noon-2pm | FC, K 
 

Year of Mission 
Workshop | 4-7pm  

12 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
Mosaic 6-8:30pm 
 

 

13 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 
 

14 
 
Worship Team Mtg. 
5:30pm 
 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7:30pm 

15 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 

9:30-11am   
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  
 

16 
 
 

 

17 
 
Shaquez D. | Rental 
1pm-5pm | FC 

18 
 

 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
   

Weight Watchers 

23 24 
 
 
Christmas Eve  
Service 6:30pm 

25 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
 

  

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
Liz M. | Rental  
8am-6pm | FC, K 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
Weight Watchers 

30 31 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

A THANK YOU NOTE... 
Dear Wooster Church, 

 

Thank you so much for remembering me. That was very thoughtful. Tomorrow I will be 

101 years old. I am house bound. The days go by so quickly. Not enough hours in a 

day. Perhaps because I spend to much time sleeping. If you come to Kidron, please 

come in and say hello. That would be wonderful.  

 

I know it is not Christmas yet, I had many cards sent to me, nice enough to say hello. So hello from me. 

 

I wish every one a very happy Christmas. Good and Happy day, without illness. God Bless. Thank you again for 

remember.  

 

Love, 

Dorcas  Ross 

  

DecemberDecemberDecember   
Advent Is Within  
Advent is a season full of activity, celebrating family, managing hectic schedules, and re-
membering the gift of God’s Son. If we let it, Advent can easily transform into a push to 
accomplish tasks, find gifts, and organize activities. This is not what we desire however as 
followers of Christ. We want to be attuned to God’s presence in every season; especially, 
Advent. 
 
It is possible to think of the message of Advent (Christ’s Coming) as something outside us. 
We are not perfect and sometimes it seems to make more sense to expect God to be ac-
tive in the bigger issues and problems of life around us. Mary and Joseph must have had 
their share of distractions as they journeyed to Bethlehem. They likely encountered people 
who were rushing home for the census. Despite this, they continued to trust in the promise 
of God that their family and nation (and indeed all inhabitants of the earth) would soon be 
blessed by the birth of Jesus. 
 
Joseph and Mary were open to God’s work on the large and small scales of life. They ex-
pected God to meet their physical and spiritual needs as well as the bigger needs of their 
people and nation. Let us pray and celebrate Christ’s Coming in a way that anticipates 
God’s transforming work in our lives and in the world around us. Let us also pray for our 
nation, our leaders, our churches, and ourselves after a divisive election season. 
 
As we continue through our Advent series “Upside-Down Kingdom” may we encounter 
God in the nitty, gritty demands, and challenges of daily life. There are always signs of 
God’s work around and within us. This Advent we are 
invited to discern them. Be prepared for God to meet 
you in Sunday worship, in your regular routine, and in 
your inner, spiritual life. Welcome our Lord Jesus, 
Who continues to form us in the ways of His Upside-
Down Kingdom! 
 

  —Jacob Dodson 

 

  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped  
 in cloths and lying in a manger.”                                 

       ―Luke 2:12  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 

 



Our group of ten ladies and two children met on 

November 8th. We worked on one quilt and  

several small comforters. 
 

Loretta opened our business meeting with a 

reading and prayer. 
 

The secretary and treasurer’s reports were  

given. We received a report from Adrial School 

listing items sold at their annual auction. The list 

included contributions from our church women. 
 

Lori Thomas conducted our devotions time with 

the them of “Transitions We Don’t Choose”. 

When we experience those unexpected       

transitions in our lives God’s advice is “Be Still 

and Know His Will”. Lori read of several       

examples of these kinds of transitions in other 

people’s lives. She closed with a poem entitles 

“My Purpose”. 
 

After prayer, remembering several requests, we 

enjoyed our lunches together. This month’s 

project will be a contribution to Salvation Army 

of Wooster.             

―Carol Miller 

 

In early November, the Elder Leadership Team 
had the privilege of meeting with Cliff Brubaker, 
Ohio Conference Regional Pastor West, and his 
wife, Marilyn. They came to interview us in or-
der to identify ways in which Ohio Conference 
might strengthen its relationships with its mem-
ber congregations and to gather information to 
help its staff prepare for the 2017 annual as-
sembly.  We were the very first congregation 
Cliff interviewed! 
 

Asking such questions as, “What would you like 
me to know about your congregation?”; “How 
would you describe your relationship to confer-
ence at this time?”; “What are the challenges 
you need to be prepared to meet in the next five 
years?”; “What do you want conference to care 
about most?”; and “What counsel would you like 
to offer the Leadership Team as it prepares to 
call a conference minister?”—Cliff engaged all 
of us in a rich and meaningful conversation.  It 
was a valuable time of reflection, visioning, and 
encouragement for all.  Pray for Cliff, for Ralph 
Reinford (our other regional pastor), and for the 
rest of the conference staff as they seek to be 
faithful to God’s purposes for his Church. 

Cathy Schmid, Elder 

Outreach Ministry 
Reaching Out 
 

Have you taken up the MCC Challenge?  There are great ways to give in 
MCC's Christmas Giving Catalog.  We all received one in our box.  If you need 
one let Jon Longacre or Liz Martin know and we will gladly supply you with 
one.  The bulletin board is filling with cows and other life inspiring gifts for our 
brothers and sisters in developing countries.  Alternative Christmas Giving is 
always appreciated by many people. 
 

You will find Global Crafts from     
Kidron coming to Wooster Mennonite 
on December 11th.  Gifts supporting 
fair trade products and gifts in good 

taste will be available for you to purchase and delight your family and friends at 
Christmas.  See the bulletin for details.   
 
The Outreach Team is encouraging all of us to support the gathering of items to 
fill Relief Kits.  MCC is in urgent need of these for the numerous refugees in 
Syria and other locations.  Relief kits meet a basic human need for health and 
hygiene.  How would we feel if we had to go without washing our hair, brushing 
our teeth, or bathing?  We are hoping to fill at least 100 kits at the Service Pro-
ject, February 4, 2017.  We are gathering different items on the Advent       
Sundays.  You can also buy a whole kit if you wish.  If you prefer to give money 
for kits just identify on your check "for MCC Relief Kits".  We are working with 
MCC Connections to find a source for purchasing good 
quality towels at a reasonable price.  We appreciate your 
support for these Relief Kits! 
 
Liz Martin, Outreach Elder 

“Come, thou long expected Jesus”—that    
wonderful Advent hymn—has been ringing in 
my ears this past week.  I chose it to conclude 
our worship service on this second Sunday of 
Advent because its message to me is both 
comforting and disconcerting.  Let me explain: 
 
I look forward to the Advent season every year.  
I treasure being able to spend time reflecting 
on the birth of Jesus my Lord, who was born, 
as that lovely hymn proclaims, “to set [his]   
people free.”  Jesus came to earth as a baby in 
order to release us from our sins, to cast away 
our fears, to let us find our rest in him.  He has 
become my consolation, my comfort, my every 
hope, my dearest desire, the joy of my heart.  
Come, thou long expected Jesus indeed! 
 
But if I pause long enough to really think about 
what I’m singing when that carol is raised, I find 
myself stumbling over the word “expected.”  
Sure, there is an aspect there of waiting—like 
the writer of Psalm 40, I identify with the      

children of Israel who “waited patiently for the 
Lord” (40:1).  In Hebrew, that verse might best 
be translated “waited, waited!!!”  Come on   
already, Lord Jesus! 
 
But ‘expected’ has another meaning entirely—
that of being something that is predicted,    
rou t ine ,  convent iona l ,  o rd inary ,  even           
unexceptional.  Is that the kind of Savior I wish 
to invite into my heart in this season of waiting?  
Or am I ready to have my world turned upside-
down and be surprised by an exceptional King, 
“born to reign in us forever,” set to “rule in all 
our hearts alone”?  Am I prepared to have my 
expectations altered, to have my perspectives 
widened and shaped by God’s eternal Spirit?  
Can I truly learn to embrace Jesus’ “all         
sufficient merit” and worship the King of a   
surprising, uncommon, and unpredictable  
kingdom?  I pray so. Come, thou long expected 
Jesus! 

 
Cathy Schmid, Elder 

 

December is a magical month.  We are able to relive a story that 
never grows old – the story of the humble birth of a baby who 
would become known as the Savior of humankind.   
 

Community Life is happy to be an active part of the meaningful 
season of Advent that leads to the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  
The annual Christmas Party is to be held on Wednesday,        
December 7

th
, starting at 6pm.  The evening will begin with a  

supper provided by Community Life served in our fellowship area.  
Immediately after dinner, cookies provided by the attendees will 
be bagged and labeled.  Then we will shift the party to the 
Brookdale Senior Living Facility where we will sing Christmas 
Carols for the residents and share the cookies.  It will be an even-
ing of joy and mission service! 
 

We decorated the fellowship area following the service on       
November 20

th
.  Special thank you’s go to Amy Bugaj, Jim &  

Cindy Bay, Angie Nanes, Janet & Gordon Miller, Leona Horst, 
Ellie Sponsler, and Rosie and Violet Longacre for their wonderful 
help! 
 
 

We will be partnering with the Outreach Team on February 4
th 

for 
an evening of service and fun.  More details will be forthcoming 
soon. Please refer to the Outreach information about relief kits 
that has been published in the bulletins and weekly updates. 
 

We have tentatively selected, January 13
th 

(Friday the 13
th
!) for a 

winter movie night at church.  Please watch the bulletin and 
weekly updates for information. 
 

Amy Bugaj has offered the use of her popcorn machine for Sara 
Wakefield’s Popcorn and Pinterest event on December 5

th
.  Amy 

has also volunteered to pop the corn for this first event. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, January 8, 2017 after the 
church service.  
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any sugges-
tions or concerns for our team. 

Merry Christmas to all,  
Ken Nanes 

 PRAYER & CARE 
I’ve been thinking about comfort zones.  Wikipedia provided 

me with this definition: The comfort zone is a psychological 

state in which a person feels familiar, at ease, in control and 

experiences low anxiety and stress.  The thing about my  

comfort zone and my being missional is that the two are not 

currently overlapping much!  When I think about living out 

what we talk about here in church – reaching out to those in 

my “third places” and being intentional about spreading the 

Gospel – I start to feel that anxiety and stress that are implied 

in the comfort zone definition.     
 

This idea of being missional can be troubling.  I am all for it!  

But it’s just so comfortable to go about my daily routine as I’ve 

planned, to converse mostly with those who are similar to me, 

to be nice to or smile at strangers (but keep my protective 

guard around me).  There are a lot of “what ifs” when I      

consider stepping out of the comfortable life I live.  And isn’t it 

enough to just try to be good and hope the Christianity in me 

is so attractive that others will approach me about it? 
 

That’s ridiculous.  And so is thinking that staying in my comfort 

zone will allow me to be formed and transformed into the  

likeness of Christ.  I want to grow in this area of being       

missional, and I hope you do as well.  Being prepared is an   

effective way to lower stress and anxiety, and we have some 

great opportunities for training coming up. Will you join us as 

we learn more about how to reach out (and step out of our 

comfort zones!) at the Dec.11th workshop with the Longacres?   

 
 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people that helped 
with the   Election Prayer Vigil; the Prayer & Care Team, the    
Outreach Team, Sara  Wakefield, Andrea Denning and Cathy 
Schmid. See the bulletin board in the church foyer of the results of 
the creative prayer portion from this event.  
 

I also would like to thank Abbie Clevenger for coordinating the 
meals for the Sponsler family. And, I appreciate those of you that 
took them meals. It means a lot to me that all of you care for those 
that are in need of meals.  
 

I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to those that have 
been helping to care for Jeanine. I appreciate those of you that 
have allowed her to do work for you at your home, take her to 
church, take her to events, and spend time with her. She certainly 
appreciates it. I would encourage you to continue to help Jeanine, 
even after Kim returns back to WMC.  
 

The Prayer & Care Team appreciates our shut-ins. Every month 
we are sending cards to them. “Thinking of You” cards were sent 
out in October and November. For December, the children’s SS 
classes will be signing Christmas cards.  
 

As we approach Christmas, I suggest that each of us should take 
time to be with the Lord, consider taking a prayer walk or take time 
out for solitude and listening to God; just listen in silence, not 

speaking or asking for anything, just letting the 
Lord speak to you. (Adapted from “Missional 
Essentials” by Brad Brisco & Lance Ford—pg. 
89.) 
 

With love in Christ, Margaret 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

WORSHIP TEAM 

From the Elder Chair... 


