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TheThe  

Our Prayer 

a n d  C a r e 

Team would 

like to invite 

you to join us in praying the 

Psalms using the Liturgy of 

the Hours.  
 

This will begin on Sunday, 

December 3rd and last through 

t h e  w e e k  o f  S u n d a y ,          

December  24 t h  You may    

par t i c ipa te  by  us ing the  

schedule on the bookmark 

placed in your church mailbox. 

Each day of the week has two 

s e t s  o f  Ps a l m  r e ad i ngs 

(morning and evening).  
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2 

 
 

3 
 

4 

 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
WCCU Dress  
Rehersal 
5:30-9:30pm | Sanc. 

6 
  
 
 
 
Christmas Party  
6-8pm | FC, K 

7 
 

Weight Watchers | FC 
 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 
 
 
 

 
 

8 

 
 

9 
 

 
Heartland Christian 
Center 
3-8:30pm | FC, K 

10 

  
 

 
 
 
 

11 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

 

12 
 

Hands for Jesus 
9am | FC 
 

WCCU Concert 
5:30-10:30pm | 
Sanc., FC, K 

13 
 

 
 
 
 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 
 

14 
 
Weight Watchers | FC 
 
 

 

15 
 
 

16 

 
 

17 
 
CSS Family Meal 
5-6:30pm | FC, K 

18 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
Worship Team Mtg. 
5:30 | MR 
 

20 

 
 
 
 

 

21 
   

Weight Watchers | FC 
 

 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 

 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
Christmas Dinner 
Set-up  
All Day| FC, K 
 

24 
 

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve 
Dinner 4Dinner 4--5:30pm5:30pm  
Service 6:30pmService 6:30pm  
 

31 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
Weight Watchers | FC 

29 30 
 
Amy D. Rental 
11am-6pm | FC, K 

Praying The Psalms 

 

Prayer & Care 
Praying for needs of our church family is an important component of our Prayer and Care meeting. Members with health issues 

and not able to attend worship are important to remember with prayers and with visits. Sharing those visiting experiences in our 

meeting inspires us to keep in touch and enriches our lives as well.  
 

We talked about new ways of attending to our prayer life as individuals with plans to introduce interactive prayer stations 

throughout Advent season.  
 

We are encouraging all of our church family to engage in Praying the Psalms. Pastor Jacob devel-

oped and prepared book marks with Psalms to pray morning and evening starting December 3 and 

continuing through December 24. If you need more to share with your friends look on the welcome 

table in the foyer where more are placed. We welcome any feedback you care to share from your 

experience with The Liturgy of the Hours.  
 

For the Community Christmas Eve Dinner we are encouraging all of us to bring in hats, gloves, or warm socks to put on the tree 

in the foyer. They will be given to the community folk who attend the dinner. We hope this will be a way to bless those attending. 

Please bring them any time up until the Christmas Eve Dinner. As Pete Johnson mentioned on Sunday, November 26, we     

encourage our people to visit and mix with our guests as we help them feel welcome at the dinner.  

Liz Martin 

DecemberDecemberDecember   

Advent is a season full of activity, celebrating family, managing hectic schedules, and 
remembering the gift of God’s Son. If we let it, Advent can easily transform into a push 
to accomplish tasks, find gifts, and organize activities. As followers of Christ, we want 
to be attuned to God’s presence in every season; especially, Advent. 
 
Mary and Joseph must have had their share of distractions as they journeyed to  
Bethlehem. They likely encountered people who were rushing home for the census. 
Despite this, they continued to trust in the promise of God that their family and nation 
(and indeed all inhabitants of the earth) would soon be blessed by the birth of Jesus. 
 
Joseph and Mary were open to God’s work. They       
expected God to meet their physical and spiritual needs 
as well as the needs of their people and nation. Let us 
pray and celebrate Christ’s Coming in a way that        
anticipates God’s transforming work in our lives and in 
the world around us. Let us pray for one another, our 
churches, our leaders, our nation, and our world. 
 
We will be journeying through Advent focused on Mary’s words “Let it be” (Luke 1:38). 
These words are often understood in terms of “meekness and obedience” but they are 
equally about “active engagement with God’s plan.”* May we have the same desire 
and prayer as Mary to be part of God’s plan.* There are signs of God’s plan unfolding 
around and within us. This Advent we are invited to discern and embrace them. Let it 
be so! 

— Jacob Dodson 
 
* Source: Leader (Fall 2017): pg. 35 

 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people.    Luke 2:10  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

Prayers for Advent 

From Elder Chair... 

The Worship Services during Advent will incorporate some readings and/or singing from the Psalms. 
Attentively listen for these, as they will help us focus on different methods of prayers into the worship 
services. Also, plan to begin your reading of the Psalms from the list that is in your mailboxes. There 
are readings for the morning and the evening, for four weeks. Reading the Scriptures will help to put 
our focus on the Lord and His Word, especially, at this time of Advent.  
 

There are two wonderful, meaningful times of the year that are of value in our Worship—they are:  
Advent and Lent. Think about what your life would be like without the birth and death of Jesus?!  
 

During all of the happenings at Christmas, may we also remember to turn toward others.  One of the 
ways we will be doing this is to be a part of hosting the community Christmas Eve dinner on Sunday, 
December 24th. See the sign-up sheets to help serve, provide foods, or just be a friend to those who 
come to eat. 
  

Please note that there will be no morning worship service on December 24th due to the community 
Christmas dinner, however, we will continue to have our Christmas Eve service at 6:30 pm.  
 

Plan to take time out each week to pray for Pastor Jacob, as he brings the following messages: 
Dec. 3 “Let It Be”   Mark 13:24-37 
Dec. 10 “Let It Be So”   Mark 1:1-8 
Dec. 17 “Let It Be Whole”  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Dec. 24 Note: NO morning worship. There will be a Worship service at 6:30 pm  
Dec. 31 "Let It Be New”   Luke 2:22-40 
Jan. 7 “Let It Be Declared”  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the 
One and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 
 

May you and your family have a blessed Christmas season! –Margaret, Worship Elder  

There is no time of year quite like December.  For adults, it flashes by in a 
frenzy of shopping, obligations, and sharing the joy of the birth of the Christ 
child.  For kids, the time until December 25th passes agonizingly slowly.  But for all of us, aside from the hectic craziness, 
there is joy knowing that we are celebrating the one called Emmanuel.   
 

In the spirit of giving, Community Life is sponsoring a Christmas celebration on December 6th beginning at 6 pm as we meet in the fellowship area.  
We will then go across the street to Brookdale to sing Christmas carols and give cookies to the residents.  We will return to WMC at 7 pm for   
cookies and drinks.   
 

Plans continue for the Community Christmas Dinner on December 24th.  Community Life will place the food on the serving tables, serve the food, 
clean up, and distribute the leftover food if there is any left!  We need your help to serve food and to perhaps serve as a “Prayer Mingler”.  The 
Prayer Minglers will circulate around the eating area offering opportunities to pray with our guests if they are amenable to it.  There is a sign up list 
in the fellowship area.  Let’s all pitch in to create a special Christmas dinner for those who might not have one otherwise. 
 

We have proposed a movie night on January 19, 2018, 6-8 pm.  We will be showing an adults movie in the fellowship area and a kids movie in the 
downstairs meeting room.  Child care will be provided and there will be treats for everyone!  We will decide on the movie choices at our next   
meeting on January 8, 2018. 
 

As you read this, you are aware that the fellowship area and the area outside the sanctuary have been decorated by your Community Life team. 
 

WE WISH ALL OF YOU AND THOSE HELD DEAR TO YOU A BLESSED AND MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

Our next meeting on January 8, 2018 at 6:30 pm. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone, text (330-416-7038), email (kbnrun1054@gmail.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or     
concerns for our team. 

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
It is a good thing to give thanks!  I am 

thankful to report that because of your 

generous giving, the budget for the first 

two months of the church year shows a 

positive balance.   
 

I am thankful for the affirmation of the 

recommendation for the use of the extra 

money from last year's budget.  There 

was 100% approval to disburse the 

funds to (1) Academia Menonita 

Betania School in Puerto Rico (2) apply 

to the cost of the outdoor railings which 

need replaced and (3)  to save a por-

tion. 
 

The last day to designate additional 

gifts to Academia Menonita Betania 

School is December 10, 2017. 
 

There is still time to designate a gift for 

the Fall Mission Offering. The current 

giving total is  $635. The budgeted 

amount is $12,000.   
 

Leon 

According to Forbes magazine, U.S. retail sales during the holidays last year topped $1.0 trillion dollars.  

Compare that number to the total amount of charitable giving last year: $390.05 billion. Americans spend 

2½ times on merchandise between Black Friday and Christmas alone as they do on charitable giving the 

entire year!  While hundreds of thousands of people in the developing world struggle to survive, we are 

spending exorbitant amounts of money to lavish our loved ones with more and more stuff. 
 

If those statistics are troubling to you, especially in light of the human suffering that exists in the world 

today, there is a solution!  Consider shopping at the local Alternative Gift Market, to be held Sunday, 

Dec. 3 from noon to 2:30 pm. at Trinity United Church of Christ at 150 E. North Street in Wooster. 
 

At the market, browse display boards featuring 30 humanitarian aid projects, then purchase $5.00 

shares in as many as you would like.  You will receive a beautiful Christmas card with every share   

purchases, along with a description of the project, to give to loved ones in lieu of more materialistic gifts. 
 

A number of fairly traded merchandise vendors will also be present at the AGM, including the World 

Crafts booth organized by Laurie Johnson and other volunteers from our church.  Merchandise includes 

handmade ornaments, wood carvings, wall hangings, ceramic items, organic chocolate, scarves, and 

much more. 
 

A lunch of soup, sloppy joes and pie will be sold with proceeds benefiting local soup kitchens.  So come 

hungry! 
 

A number of the display boards have been produced by people in our own congregation. They are as 

follows (in case you’d like to support them): 

#7: Hope for Former Girl Child Soldiers (Colombia) – Abbie Clevenger 

#12: Bridge the Gender Gap with Higher Education (Kenya) – The Wakefield family 

#13: Empowering Farming Families (Burundi) – Paul & Alicia Seling 

#14: Save Every Woman with Early Detection (Tanzania) – Pete & Laurie Johnson 

#21: Sewing Machines for Poverty Alleviation (India) – Repurposed from previous years 

#24: Rescue Children from Sex Trafficking (Dominican Republic, India and the Philippines) –  

        Repurposed from previous years 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship 
 

Advent Prayer  

God our deliverer,  

whose approaching birth  

still shakes the foundations of our world,  

may we so wait for your coming  

with eagerness and hope  

that we embrace without terror  

the labor pangs of the new age  

through Jesus Christ. Amen.  

—Words for Worship (Herald Press, 1999), 9 

 

Prayer for Light 

O Christ, we watch and wait  

for the warmth and light of your presence.  

As candlelight overcomes the darkness,  

so your light radiates within us  

and warms the wintry seasons of our lives.  

We live with hope  

that the good news of your corning  

will warm and brighten every heart  

and the world will fall to its knees in joy. Amen.  

—Words for Worship (Herald Press, 1999), 10 

 

Prayer for Peace  

God of holy peace,  

we are accustomed to the darkness of our 

world,  

accustomed to tragedy, sorrow, worry.  

Like the shepherds sitting in darkness, expect-

ing nothing,  

we are familiar with dim hope… 

Break the grip of darkness; 

Let your peace dawn in our hearts! 

—Words for Worship (Herald Press, 1999), 11 

 

 

 

Stewardship 

When Mindy Erdmann led her Race and the Bible workshop at WMC early last 
month, one of the passages we looked at was Acts 6, where Hellenistic Jewish 
widows in the early church were being overlooked in the distribution of food.  To 
this, the Twelve responded by saying, “It would not be right for us to neglect the 
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.”  If we were to stop here, it 
would seem that Jesus’ former sidekicks are saying that serving those in need is 
beneath them, and that it is not as important as teaching and preaching. 
 
But if we read further, we find this is not the case at all!  The Twelve instruct the 
other Christ followers in their midst to choose seven men who are known to be full 
of the Spirit and wisdom to help ensure that the widows are being fairly served.  
Once Stephen (“a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit”) and the other six have 
been identified, others lay hands on them and pray for them.  This is clearly a vital 
ministry. 

 
After a year hiatus, our church will be 
hosting a Christmas Eve Dinner on  
Sunday, December 24th from 4:00 to 
5:30 pm.  What a privilege it is to       
welcome and serve a free, hot, delicious 
meal to 300 people from our community.  

We need people who are rich in faith, filled with the Holy Spirit, and full of wisdom 
to help carry out this vital ministry!  Would you consider getting involved?  Each of 
the six ministry teams is taking on different roles, so ask the elder for the team 
you’re part of about how you can get involved.  Or plan to participate in an        
upcoming offering of tangible goods or food items.  Or sign up to help in the   
kitchen the day of the event!   
 
Most importantly, please pray that this event would convey to all who come how 
much God loves them! 


