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1. Is your approach to worship in 

tune with God’s upside-down view 

of things? 

 

2. What are upside-down ways to 

worship God with time, resources, 

and energy? 

 

3. What needs to happen in us in 

times of waiting and change? 

 

4. How can we maintain            

relationship in times of change and 

disagreement? 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  

3 
 
Set-Up for  
Service Day 

4 
 
Service Day 
10am-3pm 

 
 

5 
 

 
 

 

6 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
Stewardship Mtg. 
7pm 

9 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 
Prayer & Care Mtg. 
6:30pm 

10 
 
 

11 
 
Elder Retreat 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
 

 
 
 

13 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 

 

14 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
 
 

15 
 
Popcorn & Pinterest 
12:30-3pm | FC 
 
Popcorn & Pinterest 
6:30:30-9pm | FC 

16 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 

9:30-11am   
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  
 

17 
 
 

 

18 
 
 

19 
 

 

20 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 

21 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
   

Weight Watchers 

24 25 
 
Conflict  
Transformation 
Workshop 
9am-Noon with 
meal following  

26 
 

“Conflict from  
a Biblical  

Perspective”  
by Lydell Steiner 

27 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

28 
 
Stewardship &  
Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm for Kitchen 
Renovation 

 

    

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
Once during my college years, a professor came up to me 

and greeted me with “How’s your relationship with God?”  At 

the time, I felt it was a violation of my personal space and 

none of his business, and I didn’t answer well.  Looking back I 

wonder if he wasn’t on the right track after all.  If I were to an-

swer truly, it was based mostly on performing the right disci-

plines:  attending chapel, praying, reading my Bible or a de-

votional book, making good choices.  I wanted to please God 

and these were the ways to do it; I was substituting the disci-

pline for the relationship.  But what God has in store for us 

goes far beyond these disciplines if we’ll open ourselves up to 

Him.  How about you?  How’s your relationship with God? 

 

~Sara Wakefield 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruary   
Becoming What You Are  
During our time together on Sundays throughout this season we are reflecting together on 
change. We have said that when change comes we need to focus our attention on Jesus, 
Who anchors and centers our lives. He enables us to come through times of change with 
hope and security.  
 

Paul illustrates this point about hope and security wonderfully in 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 as he 
writes to a community undergoing many changes with a reminder of God’s faithful and  
redemptive work in their midst. It is God grace and action in us that brings us through     
difficult times of change. Gordon Fee, a New Testament scholar, identifies Paul’s message 
here as saying to the Corinthians you are: “becoming what you are” (First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, 17–18). Another way of saying it is: “we are gradually learning how to        
embrace the new identity God has given us.”  
 

This is an important statement for all believers to 
remember: we are becoming what we are already 
in Christ. God has given us so much in our rela-
tionship with Jesus. How can we hold fast to these 
good things and to the God’s promises to us? How 
can we become who we already are in Christ? 
Let’s invite God to renew our patience and hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit (both of these are 
in fact fruits of the Spirit, see: Gal 5:22). God is 
with us in this journey. 
 

Please pray for the elder leadership team as we gather later this month for a retreat. This 
will be a good opportunity for us to listen for God’s leading. Please also continue to pray 
for our youth preparing for baptism and their mentors. May this be a rich and blessed time 
in their journey with our Lord, Jesus. Finally, please pray for our upcoming workshop with 
Lydell Steiner on conflict transformation and for Ohio Conference’s upcoming missional 
conference with Alan and Debra Hirsch. May both of these be helpful and transforming 
events for us and others. 

 

  —Jacob Dodson 

 

 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the 

depths of the grave.  ―Psalm 86:13  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
February 
15  Popcorn & Pinterest 
25 Conflict Transformation Workshop 
26 Lydell Steiner Speaker 
28 Kitchen Renovation Meeting   
 

March 
12  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

April 
9  Palm Sunday 
14  Good Friday 
16  Easter 
 

May 
14  Mother’s Day 
 

June 
18  Father’s Day 



Nine ladies met on Tuesday, January 17th, for 

our regular monthly meeting. Our work consist-

ed of stitching on a small quilt and knotting a 

small comforter which was completed. 

 

Loretta Baur opened our business meeting with 

an example of carrying our own burdens and 

loads when assistance is offered. The story was 

taken from “Our Daily Bread”. After recognizing 

birthdays our secretary gave the secretary and 

treasurer’s reports. Loretta urged us to partici-

pate in the service projects “Manna for Many” 

and assembling relief kits at the church on Sat-

urday, February 4th. Several ladies later dis-

cussed providing comforters to be knotted as 

part of the service projects on that Saturday. 

 

Jacob Dodson conducted our devotions provid-

ing scriptures from Exodus 14 and 15 for us to 

read. The title for this month was “Wading in the 

Water” depicting Moses and the children of 

Israel crossing the Red Sea and the risks they 

had to take causing them to trust God to lead 

them. Jacob asked us to relate times of risk-

taking in our lives. After a prayer we again en-

joyed our lunches and fellowship.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for February 

14th.  

―Carol Miller 

 

In the next month or two we will be 
getting rid of the old wood tables in 
the fellowship area and replacing 
them with the white plastic   tables.  
 
So if anyone has any use for the 
wood tables they can Leon to make 
arrangements. 

From Elder Chair... 
 

At the recent Martin Luther King breakfast that was held at the College of Wooster, a 
new logo was introduced to those in attendance—#WOOSTERHOMEFORALL.  If you 
are someone who has access to local news you may be aware that there have been a 
number of inhospitable acts that have been directed at College students along Beall  
Avenue and elsewhere in the city.  A #WOOSTERHOMEFORALL movement was    
started by a College of Wooster student in response to these acts and 
is an attempt to affirm that people of all backgrounds and identities 
are welcome in our city.  The logo has been designed to be displayed 
by businesses and community organizations as a visual reference that 
declares that all people are welcome to visit their establishment. 
 
When the logo was presented to the Wooster Chamber of Commerce Leadership class, 
several key institutions in our community agreed to display the logo in their buildings, 
among them several offices of The Cleveland Clinic and the Wooster City Schools.  It is 
the plan of the #WOOSTERHOMEFORALL organization to provide students with a    
directory of all welcoming organizations, churches, and businesses who also agree to 
display the logo.   
 
Our congregation has been asked if we would like to support this effort at hospitality by 
displaying a window decal of the logo on our two entrance doors.  The Elder Leadership 
Team would like your feedback on this question.  Please let one of the elders know if you 
are or are not in favor of having #WOOSTERHOMEFORALL decals affixed to our      
entrance doors.  The Elder team will be deciding this question at our Saturday, February 
11th, winter retreat, and we would be grateful for your responses before that time. 
 
Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

February promises to bring us rich times for worship as Jacob continues his 
worship series on change: 
 

February 4 “A Spirit-Led Church”  1 Cor. 2:1-16 
February 11 “A Mature Church”  1 Cor. 3:1-9 
February 18 “A Christ-Centered Church” 1 Cor. 3:10-11, 16-23 
 

Then on February 26th, we will welcome Lydell Steiner to our pulpit.  Lydell will 
be leading us in a workshop on Conflict Transformation on Saturday, Feb. 25th, 
and will conclude his time with us Sunday morning.  His message is entitled, 
“Conflict from a Biblical Perspective.”  Lydell and his 
wife, Rebeca, reside in Dalton with their two children.  
While Lydell’s day job is at Venture Products in        
Orrville, he also serves as vice chair of Connexus, an 
outreach that is seeking to transform the culture of  
conflict in Wayne and Holmes counties.  Lydell         
received a master’s degree in Conflict Resolution and 
Organizational Leadership from Eastern Mennonite 
University and believes strongly in the need to change 
how our culture views and relates to conflict.  Our 
weekend with Lydell promises to be educational and 
challenging.  I look forward to it!  I hope you do too. 
 

Come and worship!  

Cathy Schmid, Elder 

February is kind of an odd month.  There is a tendency to receive 
a lot of snow but if we really squint, there exists the realization 
that spring is within our sights.  When I used to be an ardent   
runner, I would run all winter. After my teaching duties were  
completed at Cloverleaf Middle School, quite often I would run to 
the east out of the school’s driveway.  During February, I         
remember seeking out the maple sugar sap buckets hanging in 
the trees a short distance from the school.  I would always slow 
my run and marvel at the amazing products provided by the trees 
and thereby provided by our amazing Creator. 
 

In Community Life news, approximately 50 people attended the 
movie night on January 13

th
. The Secret Life of Pets was shown.  

Sandwiches, drinks, and cookies were enjoyed as well as fresh 
popcorn courtesy of the Bugaj popcorn machine.  Thanks to the 
Community Lifers, Joe Hartman and his friend, Whitney, and to 
the WMC people for their invaluable help. 
 

The Community Life team will be assisting the Outreach Team on 
February 4

th
 for the Service Project Day.  We will provide lunch 

for the WMC people as well as for the College of Wooster       
students who will be assisting with assembling relief kits, knotting  

 
 
 
comforters, and packing soups for Manna for Many.  There will 
also be activities for kids if needed.  ALL of Wooster Mennonite is 
invited to participate in this worthy event which will run from 11am 
until about 3pm. 
 

The Stewardship and Community Life teams are inviting anyone 
who would like to provide input pertinent to the renovation of our 
kitchen to a meeting on Tuesday, February 28

th
 at 6:30pm in our 

fellowship area.  The Stewardship Team has done great work in 
providing potential plans for the renovation as well as having met 
with Community Life to solicit our ideas.  Please consider        
attending this important meeting of the minds. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 20
th
 at 6:30 pm.  

 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any sugges-
tions or concerns for our team. 

In God’s Service,  
Ken Nanes 

 PRAYER & CARE 
Thank you to each of you for generously supporting the   

Community Life/Outreach Service Project.  We are looking 

fo rward  to  work ing  wi th  the  Co l lege  o f  Woos te r                  

Students.  When you read this the event will have just       

occurred.  Refugees in several countries will benefit from your 

help.   
 

The first My Coins Count offering has taken place.  Be sure to 

read the information provided to keep aware of MCC's work in 

so many places with partners sharing the love of Jesus.  Next 

My Coins Count offering will take place Sunday, February 

26th.  Keep saving your coins.   
 

The Outreach Team started planning the Spring Mission   

Sunday, April 30th, 2017.  Our speaker will be Rev. Phil   

Klinefelter, Chaplain of the Wayne County Jail.  You will want 

to be sure to hear what is happening and how we can help 

here locally.   
 

More news to follow the next time.  Outreach Ministry will 

have a team meeting, March 5th.  If you have ideas we should 

incorporate into our ministry we would be delighted to see 

how we can implement them.  We appreciate all support and 

especially your prayers.  Sharing Jesus love is especially im-

portant.   

Liz Martin, Outreach Ministry 

 
 

 
 

The Prayer & Care Team is looking ahead towards spring! 
We will begin our work on a congregational-wide Prayer 
Walk. We are thinking of having 
a couple of routes to walk. In 
addition, we will work on plans 
for the upcoming Good  Friday 
Prayer Vigil on April 14

th
. More 

details about these upcoming 
events to come to you soon!  
 
We continue to lift up our shut-ins in prayer and cards. We 
pray for our children and lift up those that will be baptized. 
We also support the Joys & Concerns portion of our worship 
services.  
 
I am so blessed with those on the team. They are: Abbie 
Clevenger, Mark & Mary Headings, Gordon Miller, Carol 
Yoder, and Pastor Jacob.  
 
Here is a quote I found recently…. 

"Life is not measured by the breaths we take,  
but by the moments that take our breath away.” 

 
Enjoy the day!  

 

~Margaret Latta 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Outreach News 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

WORSHIP TEAM 

Stewardship 


