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TheThe  

1. What should be at the 

core of our life together?  

2. How can we do ministry in 

a healthy way that builds 

relationships?  

3. How can we focus on 

God’s work in our midst?  

4. Who is the best teacher 

or mentor you have had? 

How can we emulate him 

or her?  

5. What does Jesus’ way of 

making disciples look like 

for us today?  
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Weight Watchers | FC 
 
Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 

2 
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4 
 

5 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

 

6 

 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm | MR 
 
 

7 
  
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 

 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 
 

8 

 

Weight Watchers | FC 
 
 

 
 

 

9 

 
 

10 
 

 
 

11 

  
 

 
 
 
 

12 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 

13 
 

Hands for Jesus 
9am | FC 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

14 
 

 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 
 
 
 

15 
 
Weight Watchers | FC 
 
Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 
 
 

 

16 
 
 

17 

 
Worship Mtg.  
2pm | MR 

18 
 
 

19 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

21 

 
 
 

Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 
 

 

22 
   

Weight Watchers | FC 

 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
Service Day with 
C.O.W  
8:30am-4pm  
FC, MR  
 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

28 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 
 

Children’s SS Mtg. 
6pm | MR 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7pm | MR 

   

Reflection Questions... 

 

Elder Chair... 
The Elder Leadership Team met for a retreat at the home of Ken and Angie Nanes on Saturday, January 27.  We had made the 

intentional decision that this retreat would have a devotional focus instead of being a 3½-hour business meeting!  A theme of the 

morning was our need as elders to abide in Christ as we serve our terms.   

 

The lesson was quite simple:  If we are not connected to the life-giving Vine, then our capacity and joy in serving will only go as 

far as our natural energy levels will permit.  And we all know from experience that these often don’t carry us very far.  Work 

stress, family obligations, negative feedback, physical ailments, and burnout can easily derail our best efforts when we operate 

according to our own devices. 

 

However, if we are seeking the Lord’s will and glory in every endeavor and allowing ourselves to be poured into by the Holy Spirit, 

we will be spiritually energized to lead in ways that will greatly surpass what we could do in our own strength.   

 

Each elder shared a song and a scripture passage at the retreat that has been particularly meaningful to him or her in this sea-

son.  We also took time to share from our personal lives more deeply with one another than is often possible at our regular meet-

ings.  Jacob challenged each of us to intentionally foster this kind of sharing in you, our team members, during our monthly Chris-

tian Formation, Community Life, Outreach, Prayer & Care, Stewardship, and Worship Team meetings. 

 

We thank you for the privilege of serving as your elders at Wooster Mennonite! 

This past Sunday I was able to meet with facilitators of the five discipleship groups in 
our congregation. We shared stories of what God is doing in our midst. What a   
blessing it was to be able to hear how creating space for life on life discipleship has 
been energizing and inspiring for us and the others in groups. When we focus on 
building relationships and practicing the ways of Jesus together incredible things   
happen. Expect to hear short testimonies from our discipleship groups over the    
coming months. 
 
Barney Martin has continued to do a great job passing on prayer requests between 
our congregation and the Yachiyo Church in Japan. After moving to a new location, 
they continue to seek ways to reach out to their neighborhood. As Christians they only 
represent one percent of the broader population in Japan, yet they faithfully continue 
in mission. Please pray for their ministry to Ryusuke, Teruyo, Miura, and Ishikawa.  
 
I felt renewed and energized after two recent events: an Ohio Conference Pastors 
Gathering in Berlin, Ohio and the WMC Winter Elder Retreat. Both of these events 
provided opportunities for worship, abiding in the Word, and prayer. I have been     
reminded that we need to live and minister out of our connection with Jesus (see: 
John 15:1-5). Our life as a church must be grounded in the basics of our relationship 
with God and life on life discipleship (see: Acts 2:42-47). Please join me in continuing 
to focus our energy there. 
 
Thank you for the many ways that you are serving Jesus at work, home, school, and 
in our church. God’s many gifts help us “reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). 
 

— Jacob Dodson 

 
 “As the Father has loved me, so have I love you.  
 now remain in my love.     John 15:9  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

Prayer & Care 

There will be an Ash Wednesday event on February 14th. More information about this will be 
forthcoming soon.  
 
Lent begins on February 14th. This is a time to help us align our true nature and prepare us to 
give up our old ways. Then, we can celebrate a new, abundant life at Easter! Take time out to 
commit your mind, heart, and soul towards what Jesus has done for us through His death on the 
cross! How? There are a few ways to do this: plan to fast a meal or abstain from eating meat/
favorite food item or schedule set times to pray. This can be a daily or weekly event for you.  
 
I am appreciative of Beth Schertz. She and I work well together in creating the visuals that are 
located up front of the Sanctuary, as well as the bulletin board in the foyer. It is my hope that 
these visuals are just as meaningful to you, as they are to us.   
 
Take time out to pray daily for our Pastor Jacob and his work in bringing the Scriptures alive to 
us! Plan to read the following prior to the Sunday morning services: 
 
Feb. 4 “Come to Me”     Matt. 11:28-30  
Feb. 11 “Be Imitators of Me”    1 Cor. 11:1, Phil. 3:17, 2 Tim. 2:1-2  
Feb. 18 “Between God and Creation”   First Sunday in Lent —Genesis 9:8-17 
Feb. 25 “Between God and the Nations” Second Sunday in Lent —Genesis 17:1-17, 15-16 
March 4 “Between God and Israel”    Third Sunday in Lent—Exodus 20-1-17 
 

Let us continue to worship our Lord Jesus through 2018! –Margaret, Worship Elder 

February offers a glimmer of hope that winter has shown us its worst and 
spring is not so far in the future.  I have always found that glimmer through 
little things like the start of baseball’s spring training and, when I was an ardent long distance runner, the moment I could 
see buckets hanging on maple trees signifying that the sap for syrup was running. We also know that Lent will be upon us, 
a time of suffering by the One who took upon Himself the agonizing sins of all humanity. But we have the glimmer of Easter dancing on the horizon. 
 

Community Life met on January 8, 2018 and we reflected on the Christmas Eve dinner provided for Wooster residents.  As a team, we are so 
grateful for all the help we received within the team and without in setting up the food, serving the food, praying with attendees, and the cleanup.  
Gordon Miller and Angie Nanes provided suggestions about the time the attendees spent in the sanctuary before the meal and a way to attract 
people to stay here after eating so that they might attend the worship service that evening.   
 

Movie night was held on January 19, 2018 with about 35 adults viewing Woodlawn, an inspiring tale of racial struggle and spiritual awakening in 
Alabama in the early 1970’s. About 15 children viewed Shaun the Sheep and a Wallace and Grommet video in the downstairs meeting room.  I am 
thankful to the team for providing snacks, setup, cleanup, and child supervision for this fun event.  Help also came from the WMC family and from 
some folks from outside WMC who generously jumped in to assist. 
 

Our outdoor worship service is scheduled for September 16, 2018.  Kidron Community Park has been secured for that date and Ken will take care 
of the contract details.  We look forward to returning to this beautiful venue after a few years of worship at the OARDC.  
 

Our next meeting on February 12, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email (kbnrun1054@gmail.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or     
concerns for our team. 

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
On Tuesday, January 8, six women met for 

our monthly meeting.  Four women quilted 

and two others knotted a pretty comforter prior 

to the business meeting. 

Carol Yoder began the business meeting by 

sharing items and Bible verses that can help 

us start the new year on a positive note.  After 

an opening prayer, she shared thank-you 

notes.  For our project this month we will   

contribute money to the Manna for Many soup 

project.  Joann read the minutes and gave the 

treasurer's report.   
 

Sara Wakefield led our devotional time.  How 

challenging it must have been for Jesus to 

learn that John the Baptist was in               

prison.  That night he left the disciples and 

spent time in prayer.  The next day he healed, 

taught and fed more than 5000 who sought 

him out.  He persevered to care for people in 

spite the personal cares he was experiencing. 
 

Often our days are filled with about all we can 

handle, and then an unexpected event      

requires our attention.  God can and will help 

us push a bit further, and often a special 

blessing will result.   
 

Sara provided cards, envelopes and stamps 

so each of us could write and send a note to 

someone we care about.  We also signed a 

card for Ora, Sara led us in a prayer before 

our meal.   

 

 

We have a date for the Service Day with College of Wooster Students!  It is Saturday, Febru-

ary 24!  We will be having two groups of approximately 25 students each (one from 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m. and another from 12 noon to 3 p.m., with lunch served for both from 12 to 1). 
 

We pray that these students, no matter where they stand on matters of faith, will get a glimpse 

of true Christianity as they partner with two ministries that work to feed the hungry and provide 

material assistance to folks in need in Jesus’ name.  May God be glorified! 

  

The students will have the chance to knot comforters, assemble relief and sewing kits for MCC, 

and fill bags of dry soup in the Manna for Many assembly line, just like last year.  New this year 

will be sewing stations where students can make a cloth bag to hold the sewing kit contents – 

complete with a lesson on how to use a sewing machine, for those who are inexperienced! 

  

What can YOU do to help?  We need donations of items for relief and sewing kits, along with 

pieces of fabric that measure at least 12 ½” x 38”.  Place items in the big blue bin in the fellow-

ship center; we have extra lists of needed items for the kits there as well. 

  

Manna for Many has also asked our church to kick in $1 per bag (and we have signed up to do 

2000 of them)!  If you would care to make a 

donation, please make your check payable to 

Manna for Many and place it in the offering bas-

ket between now and February 18.  We’ll have a 

basket for donations at the event as well. 

  

If you would like to assist in facilitating one of 

these projects the day of the event, please see 

me.  Help is also needed in the kitchen that day. 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

Worship Christian Formation 

I am so excited!  I just found out that I 

was chosen to be on the launch team for 

a revised version of the book, Lies    

Women Believe and the Truth that Sets 

Them Free by Nancy DeMoss Wohlgam-

uth.  It’s full of eye-opening statements 

we may be believing as we go about our 

lives  listening to all that the world would 

tell us is truth.  Here’s an example: “I can 

thrive without consistent time in the 

Word and prayer.”   

 

 

 

 

 

While most of us wouldn’t dare to say this 

out loud, we often demonstrate that we 

believe this to be true.  We go about our 

days with only a cursory nod to God and 

what He might have to say to us.  Nancy 

says this, 

 

“The Enemy doesn’t care if we believe in 

God, if we have memorized lots of    

Scripture, or if we fill our schedules with a 

lot of spiritual activities as long as he can 

get us to run on our own steam rather 

than living in conscious dependence upon 

the power of the Holy Spirit. If he can get 

us to try to live the Christian life without 

cultivating an intimate relationship with 

Jesus, he knows we will be spiritually 

anemic and defeated. If he can get us to 

do a great many things “for God” without 

seeking the will of God through His Word 

and prayer, we may stir up a lot of       

religious dust, but we won’t do Satan’s 

kingdom any real damage. If he can get 

us to operate on our own thoughts and 

ideas rather than seeking the wisdom that 

comes from God, he knows we will   

eventually get sucked into the world’s  

destructive way of thinking.” 

 

Much to think about.  Healthy spiritual 

formation depends upon the Truth we can 

only find in the Word.   

 

Over the past several  
meetings our team has 
talked about using a variety 
of methods in our          

communication with Jesus.  Praying the 
Psalms was well received  during Advent. 
Some of us shared the cards with our 
friends and some of those friends took 
time to thank us for a     meaningful      
experience. Clay prayers and/or Praying in 
Color are our recent opportunities. If you 
have not tried one of these ideas, you still 
have time and might be surprised how  
refreshing a new way of praying can be. 
Check the Prayer and Care section of    
the bulletin boards in the foyer.  Being still 
before the Lord will  always be meaningful.   
 

Our team is planning to make Care    
packages for our college students Reed 
Yoder, Emmy Rupp, and Jerad Bugaj.  
You can sign up to bring a couple of items 
on the sheet in the Fellowship area.  We 
want to complete them by mid February.  
In the meantime please remember to pray 
for them as they study and learn.   
 

We are looking forward to 
the prayer retreat at Camp 
Luz on March 17. The 
planning team has placed 
a sign-up sheet in the  
Fellowship area. Taking time away with 

you and our Lord always renews one’s 
spirit. 
 

On Good Friday, March 30, Prayer and 
Care is planning a prayer vigil. Look for 
more information coming soon.   
 

Many of us were truly blessed at the Taize 
type worship service planned by Jim Bay 
on the Worship Team.  We look forward to 
another Taize worship service in the     
future.   
 

Prayer and Care continues to organize 
meals when illness or other situations   
indicate a meal(s) is/are needed. Abbie 
Clevenger coordinates that effort and if 
you have a need we welcome you to    
contact Abbie if she has not reached you 
first.  
 

If you would like to join those of us praying 
weekly for the prayer needs shared during 
our worship service please let Liz Martin 
know and your name and email will be 
added to the team of those praying daily 
for the various needs. Philippians 4:6-7 
reminds us,“do not be anxious about    
anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your  
requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all        
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 


