
JanuaryJanuary  
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

mark your calendar >>> 

Body BuilderBody Builder  
Wooster Mennonite Church building the Body of Christ 

Volume 9 Issue 5 2017 

TheThe  

1. Are you open to receive upside-

down signs from God? 

 

2. What is an example of a “aha 

moment” you experienced in 

your journey of faith? 

 

3. Is your approach to worship in 

tune with God’s upside-down 

view of things? 

 

4. What are upside-down ways to 

worship God with time, re-

sources, and energy? 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7pm 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 

5 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  

6 
 
 

7 

 
 

8 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
Noon 

 
 

 

9 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

 
 

10 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
Stewardship Mtg. 
7pm 

12 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 
Prayer & Care Mtg. 
6:30pm 

13 
 
Movie Night 
“The Secret Life of 
Pets” 6:30pm 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 

 
 

 
 
 

16 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 

 

17 

 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 
 

18 
 
Worship Team Mtg. 
5:30pm 
 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7:30pm 

19 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 

9:30-11am   
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  
 

20 
 
 

 

21 
 
 

22 
 

 

23 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
   

Weight Watchers 

27 28 
 
 
Elder Winter  
Retreat 

29 
 

Baptism Mentor  
Kick-Off  

5:30-7:30pm 
  

30 
 
 
 

31 
 
 

    

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Conflict Transformation 

Join us for a workshop in conflict transformation with Lydell Steiner on Saturday, 

February 5th at WMC. Lydell received training from EMU and serves on the 

board of Connexus, a conflict transformation organization in Wayne County. 

This workshop will provide practical ways to pursue conflict transformation. 

 

Attend the Reconcile Sunday School class that will begin launch after the   

workshop. This class will draw from the book Reconcile: Conflict Transformation 

for Ordinary Christians by John Paul Lederach. This book: “leads readers 

through stories of conflict and reconciliation in Scripture, using these stories as 

anchors for peacemaking strategies that Christians can put into practice in   

families and churches” (back cover). 

  

JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   
Hope in Times of Change 
At the beginning of a new year, it is common to think about change: what can be better, 

what new growth can happen, how can life be lived more fully? The Apostle Paul reminds 

us that change is a natural part of life: we change as we mature (1 Corinthians 13:11), we 

change in our relationship with Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17), and we change in the final 

stages of life (1 Corinthians 15:51). Change is not to be feared but rather experienced with 

hope. 
 

There have been many changes facing our congregation over 

the past several years: dear friends relocating for work, loved 

ones going on to be with the Lord, tension in our conference 

and denomination. We have mourned these changes. We 

have comforted one another and received comfort throughout 

these changes. Now is the time to reflect on how these changes have affected us and 

what God might be speaking to us about our future. 
 

Over the next few months, we will be reflecting on the changes we face through the lens of 

1 Corinthians. We will learn from the church in Corinth what needs to happen in us, how 

we can maintain relationship, adjust, grow, and find our grounding. Just as the Apostle 

Paul helped the church in Corinth find hope and work through many changes, so too can 

we grow in our calling to be a faithful, united, Spirit-led, mature, and Christ-centered 

church. 
 

As we walk through this series on change let us remember the power of Jesus Christ at 

work in us. Please join me in discerning God’s direction for us in this new season. May we 

experience hope and resurrection life in Christ. 

  —Jacob Dodson 

 

 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.                                  

     ―1 Corinthians 3:11  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 

 

Saturday, February 5
th

 



Our group met on a cold, snowy December 13th 

with 8 members present.  We worked on a quilt 

and a comforter, and sorted through donated 

fabrics. 
 

Carol Yoder opened our business meeting with 

a story from Salvation Army’s newsletter. It was 

good to hear that the money we send to that 

organization is used to help persons and fami-

lies in need. We collect an offering from our 

group each month which is used to purchase 

supplies for our sewing and other projects as 

well as helping to support various charities. This 

month we sent a donation to People to People 

Ministries.  
 

Janet Miller was in charge of our devotions. The 

title for this months lesson was Shrinking From 

Challenges. Janet read from Exodus 3 & 4, 

about the story of Moses and the Burning Bush. 

God asked Moses to lead the children of Israel 

out of Egypt to a new land, Moses tried to 

shrink from that challenge by saying he could 

not speak and was not qualified for the job. 

Though God’s persistence and promise to al-

ways be with him, Moses accepted the chal-

lenge. We were asked to think of, or relate chal-

lenging transitions in our lives and how God 

does promise to always be with us.  
 

Janet closed with a time of prayer, followed by 

a delicious carry-in lunch. 

―Carol Miller 

 

P.S. Thanks to Lori Thomas for the homemade 

preserves-a jar for each of us! 

 

Year-end contribution statements have 
been placed in your church mailbox.   
 

If you have any questions about your 
statement, please do not hesitate to 
contact Paul Seling at  
bookkeeperwmc@sssnet.com  
or leave a note in the church office.  
 
 

May the Lord give you increase,  
you and your children ―Psalm 115:14  

Christian Formation 
 

It’s that time of year again.  You know, when you make a bunch of resolutions 
for the new year and hope you can keep them?  Resolving to do something 
new or to stop an old habit can be a great decision.  But how do you go about 
keeping that resolution? 
 
One of the many, many wonderful things about being a member of the church 
body is the accountability it can offer.  This is only effective, however, if your 
church brothers and sisters know you well enough to encourage you in those 
areas!  Now I’m not suggesting we all shout out our resolutions after the       
sermon this week.  But I am suggesting that we consider getting to know each 
other outside of the worship service – during Sunday school, Bible studies, 
Community Life events, workshops.  Let’s spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds in 2017. 
 
Christian Formation team met this past week and spent some time on each of 
our three main projects.  To start, we are excited for the Easter morning      
baptism of four of our young people.  We anticipate that the experience of 
learning together on Sunday mornings, meeting with a mentor, and journaling 
will be meaningful in the years to come.  Secondly, the team has spent much 
time on the Child Safety Policy to ensure that it protects our kids, teachers, and 
visitors (without taking all the fun out of life!)  And   
finally, discussion began again on updating the church 
library.  The library team will hopefully be re-formed, 
so if you have any interest in this project, please let 
me know.  There has been talk about e-books,       
updated research and commentary sources, historical 
fiction, an easy-access catalog for what we have…
exciting changes! 

Our worship together in January and February promises to be rich as Jacob 
begins a sermon series based upon lectionary texts from the book of            
Corinthians. Beginning next Sunday, January 15th, we will be studying the 
church in Corinth and how they adapted to their times of great turbulence and 
change. What characteristics of their fellowship offered strength and hope to 
them? What can we learn from their example? Their struggles? Their failings?   
 
January 15 “A Faithful Church”  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
January 22 “A United Church”  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
January 29 Music Sunday 
February 5 “A Spirit-Led Church”  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
February 12 “A Mature Church”  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
February 19 “A Christ-Centered Church” 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 
 
Come and worship! 
 

Cathy Schmid, Elder 
 

 

What is there to love about January? Skiing. Oh, I don’t ski. The 
Super Bowl. I don’t quite think the Browns are going to be there.  
Steelers? Maybe. I would much rather enjoy a “souper” bowl with 
veggies and chicken!  Ha Ha Ha! So, what are January’s     
blessings?  A new year, hot drinks, movies, and WMC.  I am   
certain that all of us are blessed in some way by our great Lord 
who is the same loving Creator in summer, fall, spring and winter. 
 

Speaking of movies, we will be sponsoring a movie night on   
Friday, January 13

th
 at 6:30 pm in the fellowship area.  The movie 

will be The Secret Life of Pets.  Food, drinks, and snacks will be 
provided. Think about bringing a friend! 
 

The Christmas party in December at WMC was attended by 
about 50 people. Lots of cookies were brought (and eaten!) by 
WMC people and were shared with the residents and staff at the 
Brookdale facility across the street from the church. The cookies 
were also enjoyed by the attendees at the Evangelism workshop 
hosted by Jon and Julie Longacre which was held on the Sunday 
after the Christmas party. We did some Christmas caroling at 
Brookdale after the Christmas party dinner. Many thanks to Jen 
Kindbom and Jeremy Clevenger who provided their talents on  

violin and guitar to make the evening even more special.  And a 
huge thank you to your Community Life team for organizing the 
evening, setting up for the event, and donating the food and 
drinks. 
 

We will be partnering with the Outreach Team on February 4
th
 for 

an evening of service and fun. More details will be forthcoming 
soon. Please refer to the Outreach information about relief kits 
that has been published in the bulletins and weekly updates. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, January 8
th
 after the church 

service.  
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any            
suggestions or concerns for our team. 

 
Happy 2017,  

Ken Nanes 

 PRAYER & CARE 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration  

 

Monday, January 16, 2017 at 7:00 pm at the First    

Presbyterian Church, 621 College Avenue. The guest 

speaker will be Edward L. Gilbert, a lawyer who focuses 

on civil rights and constitutional law. There will also be a 

dinner beforehand at 5:00 pm for those interested.    

Tickets for the dinner are $7 each and can be purchased 

by calling the First Presbyterian Church  330-264-9420.  

 
 

 
 
As we enter into the New Year 2017, let’s pray together the following prayer: 
 

Welcoming a New Year 
 

A new year stands on my doorstep 
ready to enter my life's journey. 
 

Something in me welcomes this visitor: 
the hope of bountiful blessings 
the joy of a new beginning 
the freshness of unclaimed surprises 
 

Something in me rebuffs this visitor: 
the swiftness of the coming 
the boldness of the entrance 
the challenge of a year's good-bye. 
 

Something in me fears this visitor: 
the unnamed events of future days 
the wisdom needed to walk love well 
the demands of giving away and growing. 
 

A new year stands on my doorstep. 
With fragile caution I move 
to open the door for its entrance, 
my heart leaps with surprise, 
joy jumps in my eyes, 
for there beside this brand new year 
stands my God with outstretched hand! 
 

God smiles and gently asks of me: 
can we walk this year together? 
 

And I, so overwhelmed with goodness, 
can barely whisper my reply: “Welcome in!” 

 

~ posted on the Sisters of Saint Martha of Antigonish website:  http://www.themarthas.com/ 
 

~Margaret Latta 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Martin Luther King, Jr . 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

WORSHIP TEAM 

Year-End Statements 

God, who has called you into  
fellowship with his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, is faithful. 

1 Corinthians 1:9 


