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1. Where have you seen 

God at work? 

2. What did you hear God 

say to you? 

3. What have you learned 

from reading Scripture? 

4. How have you shared the 

love of Jesus with others? 

5. Where have you fallen 

short?  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

2 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3 
 
 

Children’s SS Mtg. 
6pm | MR 
 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7pm | MR 

4 
 

 

Weight Watchers | FC 
 
Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
Joe H. Rental 
Noon-6pm | FC 

7 
 

8 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

Worship Mtg. 
5:30pm 
 

Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 

9 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am | FC 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm | MR 

10 
  
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 

 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 
 

11 
 

 

Weight Watchers | FC 
 
 

 
 

 

12 

 
 

13 
 

 
 

14 

  
 

 
 
 
 

15 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

 

16 
 

 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

17 
 

 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 
 
 
 

18 
 
Weight Watchers | FC 
 
Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am | MR 
 
 

 

19 
 

Movie Night 
6-8pm 

FC, K, MR 

20 

 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

24 

 
 
 

Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 
 

 

25 
   

Weight Watchers | FC 

 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
Elder Retreat 
 

28 
 

 

 

29 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

31 
 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am | MR 

 
 

   

Reflection Questions... 

 

Christian Formation 
“The Bible was not given for our information but for our transformation.”― Dwight Lyman Moody 

 

As you know, Christian Formation invites all at WMC to join them in reading through 

the Bible in 2018.  No worries if you missed the January 1st start.  Because we’ve 

chosen a reading plan that includes passages from both the Old and New           

Testaments, Psalms, and Proverbs each day, it’s especially easy to jump into the 

reading plan at any time!  We’d also like to invite you to join an email accountability 

group by letting us know at saralwakefield@gmail.com.   

 

The team met on January 3rd and continues to discuss library updates.  Look for two designated shelves for you to 

drop off books you’d like to share with the congregation.  Please note that they might not become permanent     

members of the library collection but could be donated to other organizations at some point.  As we start this next 

phase of library updates, please make a point of stopping in to check out what’s new! 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   

I feel God’s stirring to spend more time in prayer. To flourish we need to be people of 
prayer. Each day provides its share of blessings and challenges to be lifted up in  
prayer. Time with God in prayer is the single greatest vehicle for us to grow and find 
renewal in our lives, congregation, and broader community. 
 
What are some practical ways that we can be people of prayer? Let’s invite the Holy 
Spirit to work in us, to help us notice the needs of those around us and pray for them, 
to set apart time in a quiet space, and gather for prayer as a body of believers. Prayer 
needs to be part of the regular rhythm of our lives. 
 
We can turn off the radio in our cars and pray instead, pray when we hear sirens, put 
a reminder to pray on our bathroom mirrors, prayer together as believer, pray for     
difficult people in our lives, pray before eating, pray deeply during church, and ask 
others to pray for us. 
 
Look for some of the following corporate opportunities for prayer and join in: 
 
1. Sunday School Prayer Meeting (1st Sun. of Month) 
2. Wednesday Prayer Gatherings (offered occasionally) 
3. Small Group Prayer (Women’s Bible Study, Sewing Group, Missional Discipleship 

Groups) 
4. Good Friday Prayer Vigil  
5. Lenten Prayer Retreat  
 
Please join me in this journey of going deeper in prayer. It holds incredible potential to 
renew our congregation and change our lives. 
 

— Jacob Dodson 

 

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  
      the old has gone; the new is here             2 Corinthians 5:17  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

From Elder Chair... 

Recently, I found a good Bible verse, “Enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those 
who have nothing prepared” …from Nehemiah 8:10B. This applies to our recent Christmas Eve     
Dinner. Thanks to everyone for your donations of foods; helping in preparing, cooking, serving, and 
cleaning up! All went very well. I appreciate each one of you! I really appreciated those of you that 
saw a need to be taken care of, you would just jump in and take care of it! Thanks everyone, for your 
time to help in this wonderful event! And, it was great to collaborate with all the teams! What a 
blessed time!  
 

I want to publicly thank Jim Bay for his planning of the Christmas Eve service. Thanks to everyone 
that participated in this service: the readers, music, slides, sound, and decorations. It was a joyful 
service!  
 

I appreciate those that had participated in the details during Advent: from planning the services,   
worship leading, music, decorations, slides, and sound. It was wonderful to have the Clevenger, 
Kindbom, Wakefield, Longacre, and Dodson families light the Advent candles. Thanks to Steve 
Schmid for making the candles. Most of all, thanks to you (the congregation) for making Advent   
special this year by lifting your voices in songs and prayers to our Lord Jesus!  
 

We will be having a variety of Worship services from now until the near end of January. There will be 
a Taize Service on Sunday, January 21st. What is a Taize service? It is music that is characterized by 
melodic and harmonic simplicity by using repetitive refrains and canons, much like the call and     
response pattern that is typical of folk music.  
 

Plan to take time out each week to pray for Pastor Jacob and read the following Scriptures: 
Jan. 7  (Epiphany)—“Let It Be Declared”   Matthew 2:1-12  
Jan. 14 “Patient Ferment”     Acts 1:1-4, 2:38-47  
Jan. 21 Taize Service 
Jan. 28 "Follow Me”     Mark 1:16-20  
Feb. 4 “Come to Me”     Matt. 11:28-30  
 

Let us continue to worship our Lord Jesus through 2018! –Margaret, Worship Elder 

January is the backbone of winter. Take a good look at the picture here    
before reading the next couple of sentences. January is harsh and cold and 
stark and rough.  January is also quiet and still and peaceful and surprising!  Let’s embrace this unpredictable month,    
embrace each other, and remember those who are cold and hungry and needy. May we be moved to act on their behalf. 
 
As I write this, I have just experienced a meeting on December 17th after church to finalize plans for the Christmas dinner offered at no charge to 
our community brothers and sisters. I am blessed to say there were approximately 15-20 people in attendance at the aforementioned meeting. I am 
amazed that a church of our size has responded so enthusiastically and fully to the needs of food and service for this monumental outreach. God 
be praised! I hope and trust that we have made God smile in the midst of a world that must be troubling for Him to see at times. I have great faith 
that this meal will be a time of grand fellowship and witnessing. Thank you WMC for undertaking this mission with uncompromising passion. 
 
We have proposed a movie night on January 19, 2018, 6-8 p.m. We will be showing an adults movie in the fellowship area and a kids movie in the 
downstairs meeting room. Child care will be provided and there will be treats for everyone!  We will decide on the movie choices at our next    
meeting on January 8, 2018. 
 
Community Life is looking forward to planning and helping with many activities in 2018. We look forward to your involvement as well. May God 
bless and inspire our work as He has done so often in the days past. 
 
Our next meeting on January 8, 2018 at 6:30 pm. 
 
Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email (kbnrun1054@gmail.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or     
concerns for our team. 

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
Six of us met on a cold, blustery winter day 

in December for our monthly meeting. 

Three of us stitched on a quilt and the other 

three   completed knotting a comforter. 

 

Carol Yoder opened our business meeting 

with prayer. Joan gave the secretary and 

treasurer’s report. An offering was          

collected. We decided to give a donation to 

Salvation Army as our project his month. 

Pastor Jacob led our devotion time. The 

lesson was entitled, “Affirming”. We read 

scripture from Luke 7:1-10 and discussed 

the meanings of that title. Jacob asked us to 

give examples of our own affirming         

experiences. We all appreciate affirmations 

and need to affirm others more often.  

 

Jacob closed the meeting with prayer     

remembering several request. A delicious 

carry-in lunch followed.  

 

Our next meeting will be January 9
th
, 2018. 

 

Submitted by Carol Miller 

The Christmas Eve Dinner on December 24th was truly a team effort and a blessing both to 

those serving and those receiving.  Thanks to everyone who helped serve a hot, delicious, free 

meal to these neighbors from our community.  It is our prayer that all who came to share in the 

meal sensed how much God loves them.  Whether you donated an item, lent a hand in the 

kitchen, hung a poster, or simply prayed for the event, we could not have pulled off this      

monumental event without you.  Many thanks! 
 

The Outreach team would like to host another Service Day for College of Wooster students this 

winter, in which we will provide hands-on service opportunities such as compiling relief kits for 

MCC, assembling Manna for Many dry soup bags, and helping to knot comforters.  We are still 

awaiting word as to the preferred date from the College (we’re hoping for late February), but 

we will begin collecting items for the relief kits this month.  Here is the list of items that will go 

into each kit: 

 4 large bars bath soap 

 1 plastic bottle shampoo (13-24 oz.; place in resealable plastic bag) 

 4 large bars laundry soap (some stores carry Fels Naptha®, Sunlight® or Zote®) 

 4 adult-size toothbrushes 

 4 new bath towels (medium weight, dark or bright colors) 

 2 wide-tooth combs (6-8 in) 

 1 fingernail clipper (good quality) 

 1 box adhesive bandages (minimum 40 count, assorted) 

 1 package sanitary pads (18-24 count thin maxi) 
 

You may place these items in the designated bin in the Fellowship Center.  Thank you for   

supporting this opportunity for WMC to engage with the College of Wooster, as well as helping 

to meet the needs of refugees around the world. 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship Bible in One Year 
In response to the Christian Formation Team’s 

invitation to read through the Bible in one year 

I have begun looking into resources that could 

help our church achieve this goal. The reading 

p l a n  w e  a r e  u s i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t                 

oneyearbibleonline.com (check it out!). The 

site provides numerous ways to access the 

Bible readings through Facebook, Twitter, and 

Google+. Amazon.com provides several    

Kindle editions of the One Year Bible and  

Tyndale publishes it in a variety of translations 

such as NIV, NLT, NKJV, KJV, ESV, and NLT 

Large Print (see examples below). If you 

would like to connect with others at WMC who 

are reading through the Bible in one year 

please let Sara Wakefield know. Thank you for 

engaging Scripture and journeying together as 

followers of Jesus!  

 

— Jacob Dodson 

 

 

 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

Happy New Year!  ‘Tis the season of having to try to remember to write “18” 
instead of “17” on our checks and other documents! 

 
The Elder Team starts our meetings this year with a brief   
devotional from the book Permanent Revolution Playbook.  
This book is a practical resource for helping believers identify 
the “fivefold ministries” – apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
shepherds and teachers – both within themselves and within 
their congregations. (These terms form the acronym 
“APEST.”) Having a good grasp on APEST ministries helps a 
church’s members appreciate the gifts that they possess as 
well as those that others bring to the table.  
  

As people are empowered to practice their APEST ministries, the church     
becomes better equipped to serve its community in a more holistic way.  For 
example, an APEST-practicing church is not likely to elevate teaching and 
evangelism to the exclusion of caring for its flock, and vice versa.   
 
Are you curious about where you fit into the APEST ministries? Take the 
APEST test!  Find one at http://www.fivefoldsurvey.com. 
 
One important item of business to highlight is that Jacob will soon be reaching 
out to inactive members at WMC to discern whether they wish to resume    
participation in the life of our congregation.  This is part of a constitutional    
directive to determine the number of active members. Recently voting      
members overwhelmingly approved a provision in the constitution that allows 
special church business meetings to be called by 15% of the active member-
ship.  Honing the active membership list will help this number to be calculable.  


