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1. How can God’s faithfulness 

serve as your anchor in times 

of change? 

 

2. How can Jesus’ example help 

you maintain relationship in 

times of disagreement? 

 

3. How can reliance on the Holy 

Spirit help you explain spiritual 

changes in your life to those 

outside the church? 
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Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 
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Group Meeting  
Beulah S. 
9-11am | MR 
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WBS 1-2:30pm 
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Weight Watchers 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
Christian Formation has completed the updating of the Child Safety  Policy 

– whew!  That was tough work, but completely worth it as we seek to    

protect our children and teachers.  Next up, the library.  We are seeking 

input as to how you use our church library, if you use it, and what you 

would like to see. Please feel free to share with any of our team members.   

 

We’re also looking forward to the next quarter in adult Sunday School. 

Lydell Steiner provided us with a great kick-off and 

piqued our interest in resolving conflict in our own lives.  

We’ll be using the book “reconcile” by John Paul    

Lederach and  enjoying the gifts of many different       

individuals as they lead each week.  

 

     ~Sara Wakefield 

MarchMarchMarch   
The Healing of Memory 

During the season of Lent we are focusing on the call to          
forgiveness and reconciliation. This journey of reconciliation is 
only possible through the gift of the cross. The cross  always 
leads to resurrection and stands forever at the center of God’s 
story and our story. As Christians, we lay hold of the cross and 
place it over our struggles and memories of the past so that they 
have new meaning and purpose. 
 
The healing of our memory is not about the passage of time or forgetting, but rather      
remembering in such a way that God is welcome to act and transform our thoughts and 
emotions. From a very early age, I remember my grandmother, Nancy, imparting to me an 
important truth about memory. She said: “Jacob, I have given up all hopes of living a better 
past.” At that time, I did not realize how profound this statement was, but now, I recognize 
it as essential to living a healthy life. We cannot change struggles and events from the 
past, but we can see these events differently through the eyes of faith. 
 
Christian author Miroslav Volf suggests that Jesus is present now to walk with us through 
our memories and to bless us where we are in life right now. If we are looking to memories 
for something fulfilling and lasting we will be disappointed. Memories, by nature, are      
incomplete references to much fuller, events in time. Memories cannot deliver those event 
to us in a lasting way, but they can (if we let them) draw us closer to Christ and offer to 
Him our whole selves (including our memories) to be healed and renewed.  
 
The healing of memory is one of the ways that Christ demonstrates His power through our 
weakness. Let us call to mind the words of Paul from 2 Corinthians 12:9, “he said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me” (NIV). May Christ’s healing power rest on us and may we always invite Him into our 
remembering! 

  —Jacob Dodson 

 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 

you to be with me that you also may be where I am.―John 14:3  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 

Upcoming Events 

  

March 
12  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 
April 
9  Palm Sunday 
14  Good Friday 
16  Easter 
 
May 
14  Mother’s Day 
 
June 
18  Father’s Day 



Our monthly meeting for February was held on 

the 14th with 11 ladies present. We knotted on 

two small comforters and continued stitching a 

small quilt. 
 

Loretta opened our meeting with a prayer and 

read several selections from the book, “Dewey”. 

We then introduced ourselves and told what our 

breakfasts consisted of.  Secretary and       

treasurer’s reports were given by our  secretary, 

Joann Hershberger, and a thank you card read 

from MCC for the quilts we send to the Relief 

Sale each summer. 
 

Sara Wakefield had charge of our devotions. 

The subject for this month was “Pilar of      

Presence” with scriptures from Exodus 13 and 

15. These verses told the story of the Israelites 

and their journey through the Red Sea and the 

wilderness. They often built pillars of stone and 

placed them in places God had been with them. 

Sara invited us to make our own pillars and 

place them in our homes to remind us of times 

when we sensed God’s presence. She provided 

small stones and glue guns. After lunch we 

continued quilting and knotting on other       

projects. 
 

Our next meeting will be March 14th. All ladies 

are invited to attend.  

―Carol Miller 

 

In the next month or two we will be 
getting rid of the old wood tables in 
the fellowship area and replacing 
them with the white plastic   tables.  
 
So if anyone has any use for the 
wood tables they can Leon to make 
arrangements. 

From Elder Chair... 
 

Many, many thanks to all of you who prayed for the Elder Leadership team as we retreated   
together at Ron & Liz Martin’s home on Saturday, February 11. Our morning was full of rich   
discussion, discernment, and prayer.   
 

Part of our time together was spent ‘looking back’ at this year of mission and asking one another, 
“How are we doing? Has the practical missional training this year been effective? What else is 
needed in our life together?” One challenge that we identified was how to increase participation 
in missional training events, though we have been encouraged by relatively good attendance so 
far. We noted as well that our plan to actively support Mosaic Connection this year has fallen 
through due to that ministry’s ceasing to hold events during the school year. We also identified a 
strong and ongoing desire to explore opportunities for a congregational mission trip in the not-too
-distant future. Overall, we agreed that when the 2016-2017 church year comes to a close, our 
congregation will not cease to look for opportunities to be missional—to reach out to our       
community in the name of Christ. 
 

We also spent time sharing together the highlights and challenges of leading our various ministry 
teams. We celebrated new team members who are bringing fresh energy and ideas to the work, 
and we brainstormed ways in which our teams can partner with one another in the months 
ahead. We also recognized the challenge of encouraging leadership skills at WMC and are   
looking forward to welcoming Terry Shue, Director of Leadership Development for MC USA to 
our March 21st meeting to help us with that task. A rich time of prayer followed. 
 

‘Looking forward,’ we also spent time in discernment for where God might be calling us to go in 
the year(s) ahead and for whom God might call to help take us there. Please join us in this work 
of discernment:  What is God speaking to you about needs in the congregation and in the      
community? What do you hear God asking of you? 
 

Finally, we discussed together the #WOOSTERHOMEFORALL decal idea 
that I shared with you in last month’s Body Builder. We decided that it would 
be important, in some fashion, to make a statement of our beliefs about 
equality and safety for all in our building, but that more communication with 
all of you about this topic was needed. Watch for that opportunity to happen 
at the spring business meeting when it is scheduled. 
 

Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

Lent has begun—the six-week season in the Christian calendar when we     
prepare for our Easter celebration of Christ’s resurrection. As part of our      
mission plan this year our Lenten worship focus will be on ‘reconciliation’ and 
will highlight some of what will studied in the Adult SS class (Reconcile: Conflict 
Transformation for Ordinary Christians, by John Paul Lederach).  For five of 
those six weeks Jacob will seek to provide a scriptural view of reconciliation 
and offer practical steps for transforming conflict.  Invite your friends and come, 
join us for worship! 
 

March 5 “In the Beginning was Conflict”  Genesis 1:1-2:3 
March 12 “When Conflict Burns We Cry for Help” Psalm 37:1-11 
March 19 “The Reconciliation Arts”   Luke 10:25-37 
March 26 “Where Two or Three Meet”   Matthew 18:15-22 
April 2  “Keep Silent and Listen”   Acts 15:1-22 
April 9  Guest Speaker: Jes Stoltzfus Buller,  
  Peace Education Coordinator, MCC 
April 16 EASTER and Baptisms 
 
  

Cathy Schmid,  
Worship Team Elder 

 
March signals springtime in Ohio or as I like to call it, “The Great 
Tease.”  We, who have lived a lifetime in Ohio, know that the 
days can range from amazingly beautiful to treacherously       
dangerous.  But, we look at the plant life springing from the 
ground and see a resurrection of sorts.  Easter is very late in 
2017, but we will nonetheless celebrate the resurrection of the 
One who gives life to all. 
 
Community Life was privileged to couple with the Outreach team 
to coordinate the Service Day on February 4

th
.  What a day it 

was!  There was a feeling that we made 45 new friends from the 
College of Wooster. These young people were willing and       
enthusiastic servants.  We hope to work with them again and 
would be very pleased if some of them accepted out offer to   
worship with us!  Relief kits were packed, comforters were sewn, 
and dry soups were packaged.  All of these items will be sent 
around the world to where they are needed most.  Special thanks 
to Virgil Troyer who spoke on behalf of MCC and thanks to our 
church family at WMC who donated goods for the relief kits and 
gave of their time on that Saturday.  Praise be to God! 

 
 
 
 
The Community Life team will have met together with the     
Stewardship team on February 28

th
 at 6:30pm. Kitchen renova-

tions were to be discussed.  Particulars will be related to Wooster 
Mennonite folks as soon as possible.  This is a big project! 
 
Easter is late this year – April 16

th
.  We will sponsor the annual 

Easter breakfast at approximately 9:30 on the morning of the 
16

th
.  Please watch and listen for announcements about signing 

up to bring food and drinks.  Thanks in advance for your help! 
 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, March 20
th
 at 6:30pm.  

 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any            
suggestions or concerns for our team. 

In God’s Service,  
Ken Nanes 

 PRAYER & CARE 
Reaching Out… 
 

Offerings being given to My Coins Count indicate 

we are taking care to contribute. The offering   

Sunday for My Coins Count came to $144.  With 

$144 being matched and added to the January  

offering we are making great progress with our  

current total being $408. If more of 

you would like to provide matching 

funds speak to Paul Seling or      

Liz Martin.  

 

 

Reaching out occurs in a variety of ways at our 

church.  We have group efforts we support and 

many of you reach out individually as God leads 

you.  Be thinking about how you are  personally 

reaching out to others sharing Jesus love. The 

Outreach Team will meet on  March 5th, and will 

look at ways we can and will work together to 

reach out.  Please be in prayer for our team.  We 

want to follow God’s leading in our planning and in 

our reaching out. 

 

Liz Martin, Outreach Elder 

 
 

 
 

In the next couple of months, there will be a couple of 
activities that will provide you with “created spaces” 
for prayer. The first is the Good Friday Prayer Vigil on 
Friday, April 14th from 7am to 9pm. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Fellowship Center. Our team has selected to use “Reconcile” as the 
concept of our relationship with God, community, self, and refugees. We have 
come up with four, simple themes from this concept: “Us & God”, “Us & Others”, 
“Others & God” and “Others to Others”; based on 2 Cor. 5:17-19 and Luke 10:25-
27. Plan to take time out of your days during Lent to pray over the Scriptures,   
concept and themes. Then, follow-up at the Good Friday Prayer Vigil to solidify 
your prayers to the Lord.  
 

A date will be announced in either April or May, for a Prayer Walk. The entire   
congregation is encouraged to participate. There will be two (2) walking routes that 
you can choose. One, up/down Beall Avenue in support of the students at the 
COW, their safety, and blessings. The second route will be around the block where 
WMC sits; where we will pray over the needs of our neighborhood. More details of 
this will be forthcoming soon.  
 

February Valentine cards were signed by the Elder Team and sent to our shut-ins. 
In March, I have asked Sara Wakefield (Christian Formation Elder) to see if a   
children’s SS class can create cards for our shut-ins. They certainly appreciate our 
thoughts of them. 
 

Our P&C team have discussed our goals for next year. We encourage YOU to 
have a passion on prayers! We affirm YOUR gifts! We affirm GROUPS and 
TEAMS with your passions! We affirm the JOYS & CONCERNS portion of our  
worship services! We are grateful to ALL that you do in PRAYING & CARING at 
WMC!  
 

In addition, our P&C’s goal, in our prayers, should be missional towards growth of 
the church, as well as Mission in Prayer. Our focus is specific towards the new, 
younger generation. We also have members of the P&C team that continue to do 
personal visits of our shut-ins.             God is with you, as you pray! –Margaret  

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Outreach News 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

WORSHIP TEAM 

Stewardship 


