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1. How can you be an advocate 

for healthy relationships and 

communication in the church?  

 

2. How can you respond well 

when you encounter doubt in 

others or in yourself?  

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

 
 
 

 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 

3 

 

4 
 
Weight Watchers 

5 
 

6 

 

7 
 
 

Prayer Walk 

8 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7-8:15pm 
 

9 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
Funeral Meal Mtg. 
5:30pm 

11 
 

Weight Watchers 
 

9:30-11am  
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  
 

 

12 

 

13 
 

Spring Work Day 
8am-Noon 

 
 

14 
 
 

 
 
 
 

15 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 

 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 

17 

 

18 
Weight Watchers 
 

9:30-11am   
Shepherding A Child’s 
Heart  
 

WMC 75th Anniversary 
Planning Mtg. 6-7pm 

19 
 
 

20 

 
A. Seling Rental 
Noon-6pm | FC, K 

21 
 

Congregational 
Meeting & Carry-In 
 

22 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 

25 
   

Weight Watchers 
 
 

 

26 27 
 

28 
 

 

 

29 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

30 
 

31    

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
Attention those who work with our Children's Sunday School!  We want to be sure our many dedicated volunteers 

are aware of and are following the updates in the church handbook Child Safety Policy. Please plan to meet      

briefly with me to look over the policy and sign your acknowledgement on Monday, May 8th at 6:30 pm.   

 

Parents of our Sunday school children have received copies of the Emergency Medical Authorization form and 

many have been returned - thank you!  Please complete one form for each of your children and return them to my 

mailbox. 

 

Christian Formation will meet Monday, May 8th at 7:00 pm.  If you have an  

interest in what the church library should contain or how it can better serve our 

congregation, please plan to join us.    

 
 

"What I love most about libraries is that the books can only be borrowed, but the knowledge  

and inspiration they contain are yours to keep."  Anthony Breznican 

 

MayMayMay   
Our Journey in Mission 
I am so grateful for our congregation’s journey in 
mission these past few years. We have grown 
together and learned so many new and          
important ideas for mission. We are cultivating a 
culture of mission and working to translate our 
missional principles into practices. There are 
several areas that stand out to me as vital for our 
continued growth in mission for the coming 
years.  
 

Prayer: Prayer is our foundation for mission and 
life together. We need healthy practices of pray-
er for growth. What forms of prayer do you find 
most meaningful? There are so many examples: 
personal prayer, journaling, corporate prayer, 
vigils, and prayer retreats. I have come to appre-
ciate all of these and desire for them to flourish 
in our congregation. My understanding of prayer 
has been renewed lately in reading When God’s 
People Pray by Jim Cymbala. 
 

Missional Habits: Finding ways to deepen our 
missional habits is vital to the life and future of 
our congregation. This can be done in the ways 
we bless, eat with, listen to, learn from, and are 
present to others. I have been inspired in read-
ing Michael Frost’s book Surprise the World, 
which provides a simple framework for missional 
habits called “BELLS” (Bless, Eat, Listen, Learn, 
Send). The practical value of doing BELLS is 
exciting and potentially transforming for congre-
gational life and engagement of third places. 
 

Leadership Development: Growing and affirm-
ing leadership at all levels of our congregation is 
vital. We succeed in this when we recognize 

God’s gifting in one another and create space for 
practice and support of these gifts. Our ministry 
teams are optimal places for this to take place. 
Earlier in the Spring, our leadership team met 
with Terry Shue, Director of Leadership Develop-
ment for MCUSA, to talk about this. He had 
many helpful suggestions for us, which we will 
be working on throughout the coming year. 
 

Sister Church Relationship: Several Mennon-
ite churches in Ohio Conference have sister 
church relationships with congregations outside 
the United States. These relationships enable 
congregations to learn about how mission is 
done in another context and share and receive 
prayer support from another body of believers. 
We have a unique opportunity to explore the 
possibility of forming a sister church relationship 
with Yachiyo Bible Baptist Church in Japan.  
Barnabas Martin attends this church, sees   
common values and connecting points with our 
congregation, and would be willing to serve as a 
contact person for our two congregations.      
Information about this will be presented at the 
Spring congregational business meeting along 
with an opportunity to discern this possibility. 
 

In concluding this reflection on our journey in 
mission, I am reminded of what our missional 
calling is all about: We are a congregation en-
gaged in sharing and embodying the way of Je-
sus in the world. Our goal is to call each person 
in our congregation to a lifestyle of neighborli-
ness and willingness to cross barriers to disciple 
others. May our Lord Jesus continue to guide us 
along this path!                           —Jacob Dodson 

 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
You have set your glory above the heavens.            Psalm 8:1  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



Our Hands For Jesus group met Tuesday, April 

11 to once again work with our hands. Ten  

ladies, including guests finished quilting a small 

quilt. Ora pieces the comfort tops for us. She 

also does the binding. The small quilt we were 

stitching was pieced by Sara Wakefield. Thank 

you, ladies, for sharing your talents. 
 

Loretta was in charge of our business meeting 

and devotions. After an opening prayer, we 

were asked to tell what we liked about Spring or 

Easter time. Most of us enjoy seeing the flowers 

and blooming trees this spring. We also look 

forward to celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, 

proving that we serve a risen Lord. 
 

Loretta reviewed the ministry of Columbian 

quilts. We heard their stories at our church the 

previous Sunday morning. We reviewed some 

information sent to us by several organization, 

including People-to-People Ministries and Adriel 

School, which we help support. Our project for 

this month will be a donation to Camp Luz.  
 

The theme for our devotion was “Waiting For 

God”. Scripture references were from Exodus 

24 and 34. God called Moses to the top of the 

mountain and wait for him, after which Moses 

received the Ten Commandments from God. 

Moses waited more than 40 days and nights. 

We were then asked these questions: What is 

your experience with silence or solitude? How 

do such experiences help you meet God? We 

prayed together and then enjoyed a delicious 

carry-in lunch. Our next meeting is scheduled 

for May 9th. 

―Carol Miller 

May 

13th Spring Work Day  8am-Noon 

21st Congregational Meeting Noon 

 

June 

16th-17th WMC Parking Lot Sale 

Please plan to attend the important congregational meeting on Sunday, May 21, following the 
potluck meal after the morning worship service.  You will find the agenda in your mailbox.  Key 
items for discussion and decision include: 
 Congregational goals for the 2017-2018 church year—we are calling these “Vital Practices,” 

and you will find a copy of them in your mailboxes.  The Elder Leadership Team encourages 
you to read them over prayerfully and come to the meeting with your questions, suggestions, 
and we hope affirmations.  You will see that as part of our plan to strengthen our missional 
practices as a congregation that we are proposing that WMC establish a ‘sister church’       
relationship with a congregation in Japan.  More details about this exciting opportunity will be 
available at the meeting. 

 The Mission Planning Team will briefly present their ideas for short-term as well as long-term 
mission opportunities both in the months remaining in the current church year as well as in 
next year.   

 After a current church budget update, we will be deciding together what our CCS Partnership 
Plan level of support will be for the coming school year.  As you know, this year WMC has 
covered 90% of tuition costs for our children who are attending Central Christian Schools.  We 
are currently experiencing very concerning budget shortfalls and difficult decisions need to be 
made about the budget for our next church year.  Please be in prayer about this important 
ministry of our congregation and come to the meeting—we need and hope for everyone’s  
input! 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of the elders or Jacob 
anytime. 

              ~Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

From Elder Chair... 

Beginning on May 7th and ending in mid-June, Jacob will be presenting a series of six sermons 
on the Book of James.  These promise to be challenging messages that you will not want to 
miss.  Hear what David deSilva, a professor of New Testament at Ashland Seminary, has to say 
about this important book for discipleship: “From beginning to end James promotes the disciple’s 
integrity, the ‘wholeness’ or ‘completeness’ that comes from walking straight in line with our con-
victions and beliefs.  James urges disciples to let what they have learned about God and from 
God to move like leaven throughout their whole person—mind, heart, speech and action.” 
 

Mark your calendars! 
 May 7  “Listening & Doing”  James 1:19-27 
 May 14  “The Royal Law”   James 2:1-13 
 May 21  Pulpit Exchange   Thomas Dunn, Pastor, Crown Hill  
 May 28  “Embodied Faith”   James 2:14-26 
 June 4  “Rivers of Living Water”  John 7:37-39 
   Pentecost Sunday & Communion 
 June 11  “Taming the Tongue”  James 3:1-12 
 June 18  “Two Kinds of Wisdom”  James 3:13-18 
        

Cathy Schmid, Worship Team Elder 

May!  Doesn’t that sound great?! Consist-
ently warm and sunny days lift the spirits of 
Ohio’s folks each year.  We feel rejuvenat-
ed and anxious to get outdoors and enjoy 
the gorgeous world our benevolent Creator 
has graciously given us.  May we honor 
and keep sacred the sky and ground we 
can easily take for granted. 
 

Your Community Life Team met on April 
24

th
 and spent time reflecting on the Easter 

Breakfast. There was such joy witnessing 
approximately 100 people enjoying deli-
cious food and fun fellowship on Easter 
morning.  We shall start the breakfast at 
9:15am next year to lengthen the time of 
fellowship.  I will make certain to email our 
generous food donators to remind them 
when to provide the items.  And best of all, 
there will most likely be a new dishwasher 
in place.  We are extremely grateful to the 
many cleanup helpers.  We were all able to 
enjoy the Easter Service in its entirety. 
Thanks also to Jacob and Julie L. who 
were willing to delay the service beginning 

to accommodate the 
cleanup people. Prais-
es to our great God for 
all these things! 
 

As you read this, we will have assisted the 
Outreach Team with a carry in lunch for 
Mission Sunday on April 30

th
.  It was    

suggested to me that I remind readers of 
the process for bringing in food for these 
lunches.  Please plan on cooking your dish 
prior to arriving.  Oven space is limited.  
Make sure you pick up your dish/pan/
cooker after the meal.  We may be encour-
aging people to bring their own plates and 
cups due to budgetary concerns in 2017.  
Community Life does not mind providing 
the solid plates and cups for use but with 
the present dishwasher, it takes a substan-
tial amount of time to clean the dishes.  It 
is convenient to use the paper plates and 
cups but they are rather costly. 
 

Janet Miller has generously volunteered to 
serve on the kitchen renovation committee 

which is being formed. Leon Hershberger 
is seeking volunteers from the Stewardship 
Team. WMC people will then be asked to 
be part of this committee as well. 
 

There will be a carry in on May 21
st
       

preceding the WMC business meeting. 
 

On June 11
th
 at 10am., there will be a 

graduation celebration in the fellowship 
area to honor our graduating high school 
seniors, Emmy Rupp and Jared Bugaj. 
 

Our next meeting/picnic will be on Sat.,  
June 10

th
 at 4:30pm at the home of Angie 

& Ken.  
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone 
(330-416-7038), text, email 
(kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact 
with any suggestions or concerns for our 
team. 

In God’s Service, Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
Thank you to everyone that had participated in 

the Good Friday Prayer Vigil. It is my hope that it 

was a meaningful time for you. The sign-up sheet 

had every slot filled except for one hour. It is nice 

to know that we can pray for 13 hours in one day! 

Praise the Lord!  
 

By the time you read this, the Prayer Walk is oc-

curring (or has occurred). Did you hear Carol 

Yoder tell us last Sunday what a Prayer Walk is? 

It is “Ordinary believers stepping into the streets 

to pray effectively for their neighbors. With eyes 

wide open to real needs and with ears open to the 

promptings of God’s Spirit, intercession becomes 

an adventure” by Graham Kendrick.  
 

I have received reports from our shut-ins that they 

are very appreciative of the cards we send to 

them each month. This month, the sewing group 

will be signing the cards. Take time to pray for our 

shut-ins; they are: Noah Hershberger, Dorcas 

Ross, Mary Weaver, and Denver Welty. Plan to 

visit them! They would love to see you!  
 

During the summer months, plan to take time out 

to pray for our next church year. –Margaret 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Sunday, April 30, 2017 
Hearing about the work in our community, Phil Kleinfelter, Chaplain of the Wayne 
County Jail, and the group, Behind Bars and Beyond, on April 30

th
, our Mission    

Sunday, was important and we were reminded of opportunities we have nearby to 
reach out with Jesus’ love.  Susan Figge, a volunteer for Behind Bars and Beyond, 
reminded us how difficult it is for those returning to the community after time in jail or 
prison.  She explained that 10-12 people per month return to Wayne County from 
prison.  They often need housing and a job and transportation just to mention a few of 
their needs.  Many do not have a car so how can they get to work - if they can even 
get hired - when the public transportation system may not run during the hours they 
need?  People behind bars and after release often lack a support system.  Behind 
Bars and Beyond tries “to provide a non-judgmental atmosphere where people can 
feel accepted.”  This group is always looking for volunteers to help.  Behind Bars and 
Beyond works on many levels from offering support, meeting tangible needs, to    
affecting legislation.  Zoe Hostetler, a college student at the COW working with this 
group recognizes, “it’s extremely hard for ex-offenders to return home, but it’s even 
harder to return to small towns because of the lack of anonymity and lack of            
resources.”  She added, “with more people caring about this marginalized group, we 
can help break the cycle of mass incarceration.”   
 

Do we at Wooster Mennonite care enough to go beyond offering financial support? 
Thank you, Duane Eberly, for the example you are setting. 
 

Our mission offering this time initially:  $10,992.00. What a blessing! 
My Coins Count offering:  $199 
 
Movie Night Opportunity 
A movie night and follow-up documentary is being 
planned by Outreach.  The date needs to be determined 
and will likely be in early June.  We will be offering the showing of Thirteenth along 
with pizza on a Friday night and follow it on a Sunday with A Conversation with Oprah 
Winfrey and Ava DuVernay.  These documentaries discuss the incarceration system.  
Look for more information to come soon.   

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Prayer & Care 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

Worship 

Stewardship 
Spring work day is Saturday, May 13

th
 from 8am to noon.  Jobs to complete include 

power washing the north side of the church building and lots of mulching.  Any available 
hands will be appreciated. 
Kitchen renovation - Many thanks to the people who have consented to work on this 
project “team.”  There is still opportunity to join the team. Please see Ken Nanes or   
Leon Hershberger if are interested. 

Spring business Meeting is Sunday, May 21
st
. We will be discussing the budget with 

concentration on the Central Christian School Partnership plan. To date, the budget is 

$18,000 short. Please make this a matter of prayer and bring your comments and     

concerns. 

Upcoming Events... 


