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1. Think about the different 

spheres of your routines—home, 

work, play, church, shopping, 

and so on. How integrated is 

your life? 

2. Commit to meditating regularly 

on Deuteronomy 6:4-5. Ask  

Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help 

you unify your life under God. 

3. Have you considered your street 

and neighborhood to be your 

mission field? 

4. Pray for the people who live on 

your street (by name if possible). 

5. Take time to find out about local 

news and pray for the welfare of 

your city.  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

1 
 
 
7pm Elder Mtg. with 
Cliff Brubaker,  
Regional Pastor from 
Ohio Conference 

2 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Shepherding A 
Child’s Heart  

4 
 

5 

 

6 
 

 
Samaritan’s Purse Samaritan’s Purse Samaritan’s Purse 

Party 4Party 4Party 4---7pm 7pm 7pm    
 

 

7 
 
Election Prayer Vigil 
7am-9pm | MR 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

 

8 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
7pm Election Day  
Communion Service 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
 
 

 

11 12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
Outreach Team 
After church | FC, K 
 
Sara W. | Rental 
5-6:30pm  

14 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 
 
Mosaic 6-8:30pm 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 

16 
 
 
 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:15pm 

17 
Weight Watchers 
 
 

9:30-11am  Shepherd-
ing A Child’s Heart  
 
Prayer & Care Mtg. 
6:30pm | MR 

18 
 
 

 

19 
 
Shaquez D. | Rental 
10am-8pm | FC, K 

20 
 

 

21 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
Happy Happy Happy    

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving   

25 26 
 

27 
 
 
 

  

28 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 7pm 

   

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Prayer & Care 
“Prayer is the window that God has placed in the walls of our world. Leave it shut and the world is 

a cold, dark house. But throw back the curtains and see His light. Open the window and hear His 

voice. Open the window of prayer and invoke the presence of God in your world.”—Max Lucado. 

The Prayer & Care (P&C) team will be having an Election Prayer Vigil on Monday, November 7th, 2016 from 7 am to 9 

pm. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. This will provide a great opportunity for everyone to pray for our 

political leaders, levies, and policies before voting. If you are unable to come to the church to pray, we do encourage 

you to pray at any day, time, or place! (Note: The P&C team will not endorse any specific candidates or political move-

ments.) 
 

Jeremy Clevenger will be continuing the prayer group of the Beatitudes using a Mennonite prayer book called “Take 

Our Moments and Our Days”. Dates and times will be announced.  
 

Our team sent out cards to our shut-ins to let them know that we are thinking of and praying for them.  
 

In looking ahead, we are considering the possibility of a Good Friday Prayer Vigil and a Prayer Walk in a neighbor-

hood sometime in the spring. 
 

The last thing that the P&C team does before we depart from our monthly meetings is to pray! We lift up our shut-ins, 

joys, concerns, and pray for Pastor Jacob. If you have an interest in attending the P&C team meeting, we will meet 

again on Thursday, November 17th at 6:30pm in the Meeting Room.   

Enjoy the day! Margaret A. Latta 

NovemberNovemberNovember   
Upside-Down Kingdom 
Advent is a season of joy, celebrating family, managing hectic schedules, 
and remembering the gift of God’s Son. If we let it, Advent can easily    
transform into a race to accomplish tasks, find gifts, and organize activities. 
This is why we purposefully seek to be attuned to God’s presence. 
 

It is possible to think of the Christmas story as something outside us. It may feel like God is 
only active in the bigger issues and problems of life around us. Mary and Joseph must have 
had their share of this feeling as they journeyed to Bethlehem. They likely encountered people 
who were rushing home for the census. Yet, they continued their journey with trust in the  
promise of God. They were humble people God had chosen with the most important of       
callings: family of the Messiah. 
 
God’s Son entered this world in the most unexpected of ways to show us a new vision for life. 
As we read in 1 Corinthians: “God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 
are”     (vv. 27-28, NIV).  
 
The people of God need to be reminded of this continually. The prophet Isaiah is a powerful 
herald of this message. He proclaims the coming of the Messiah through whom God’s         
upside-down kingdom will be fulfilled. God’s Kingdom is referred to as “upside-down” because 
it challenges our views of what is valuable and important. It confronts the sinful powers and 
systems of human society. It calls us to repentance. This Advent we will explore Isaiah’s    
message about the upside-down kingdom. It will challenge our assumptions about the world 
and provide us with a better way of living out our faith.  
 
There are signs of God’s Upside-Down Kingdom all around us. This Advent season we are 
invited to discern them (just as the magi followed signs to the humble birthplace of the       
Messiah). Be prepared for God to meet you in Sunday worship and in your regular routine. 
Having visitors with us for Christmas will add another dimension of blessing and meaning to 
our celebration of the gift of salvation in Christ, which transforms us inwardly and outwardly as 
a community in the ways of the Upside-Down Kingdom.     —Jacob Dodson 

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
 give thanks to him and praise his name.   

                              --Psalm 100:4  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



By the time you read this, the Christian Formation 

team will have finally met to start out the new 

church year.  Like our other ministry teams, we 

will work on updating a section of the handbook—

the child safety policy.  We will continue to work 

on a plan to update the church library, and we are 

very excited to develop a study and mentor plan 

for our group of young people who have          

expressed an interest in baptism.   We are also 

looking ahead to winter quarter, December thru 

February, and what Sunday School time might 

look like for the adults.  This is where YOU come 

in!  Have you done a great Bible study or        

devotional book that you might be willing to share 

with a small group during Sunday school?  Is 

there a passion of yours that you’d like to discuss 

and share?  Have you been thinking about     

starting a small group (see “home group” in our 

Mission plan!), and could that begin to build here 

at church while your kids are learning and growing 

downstairs?  This is an opportunity for us to know 

each other better, and encourage each other to 

be missional with our gifts, while also growing in 

Christ.  Will you be a part of it? 

 

Our team met on Oct. 26th to begin the work of   
planning this year’s Advent series, “The Upside 
Down Kingdom.”  Key passages from Isaiah 
which point to Jesus will be our focus, and   
children’s    stories will be telling the gospel 
story of the birth of Jesus each week.  As Jacob 
duly noted, “God’s  kingdom breaks into this 
world with a new vision for life.  It confronts the 
sinful powers and systems of human society, 
and we as the people of God need to be      
reminded of this continually. The prophet Isaiah 
is a powerful herald of the upside-down       
kingdom.  He proclaims the coming of God’s 
Anointed One through whom the upside-down 
kingdom is fulfilled.  He  proclaims a message 
of repentance.  This Advent we will explore  
Isaiah’s message about the upside -down    
kingdom.  It will challenge our assumptions 
about the world and provide us with a better 
way of living out our faith.” 
 

November 6 “Welcoming the Stranger” 
November 13 “Engaging Third Places” 
November 20 Thanksgiving Service 
November 27 “Upside-Down Peace”  
 

Cathy Schmid, Elder 

Christian Formation 

“Outreach Ministry 
MCC Meat Canning - Thank you, thank you to 
each who took time to volunteer time at the meat 
canning in Kidron. Knife sharpening skills increase 
at the meat cutting station. A combination of cut 
meat and ground turkey is put together. In the meat 
canner area one has to be focused and quick and 
remember if weighing the cans the range of weight 
is to be between 1.67 - 1.71. Over 30,000 people a 
year across the United States & Canada volunteer 
to fill, weigh, wash and label every can. In turn, the 
finished cans are shipped to MCC  partners, which 
then provide important nutrients to communities 
where meat is hard to purchase.  Wooster        
Mennonite provided six dozen buns to help feed 
the hungry volunteers. It is always a worthwhile 
and interesting experience to help. 
 

Election Day Communion - Please plan to join us 
for Election Day Communion on November 8th, at 
7pm. A number people from churches in the area 
will be joining us remembering "we are one in 
Christ no matter what we vote." 
 

Alternative Christmas Market - There will be NO 
alternative Christmas Market this year. The person 
who frequently coordinates the project is not   
avai lable and some of  the other  planners          
supported the decision to cancel the market. 
 

Fall Mission Sunday - It was a blessing to have 
Pastor Haroldo & Mimi Nunes and two of their  
children, Paulo and Laura, worship with us Oct. 30. 
Haroldo explained some of the difficult times    
people coming from other countries face living 
here. We were reminded that as Christians we are 
to treat people as one of us and not as strangers. 

From the Elder Chair 

The Elder Leadership team has continued to  
review the church handbook during the month 
of October, focusing specifically on the        
borrowing church i tems pol icy and the        
leadership team job description.  Other       
necessary revisions have been placed in the 
capable hands of PCRF (staff job descriptions) 
and the Stewardship (financial procedures) and 
Christian Formation (Child  Safety) teams.  It is 
detailed work! Our aim is to have the handbook 
in  good shape and d is t r ibu ted to  the            
congregation early in the new year.  We’ll do 
our best. 
 

We’ve also had rich discussions around the 
topic of “politics in the congregation.”  Politics? 
In church?  (Isn’t it everywhere, especially this   
election season?)  Yes, and especially in the 
church, for we are a community of Jesus’        
disciples, and wherever two or more are gath-
ered together purposefully, there is politics!  
But there must be a difference in the church 
when we ‘do’ politics together, for we are called 
to be citizens of God’s kingdom and to   

demonstrate together a commitment to God’s 
values and priorities.  We are “called to be a 
community of the never-satisfied-until-all-are-
satisfied, a community with hope that the   
power of God’s love can remake both our own 
l ives and the shared l i fe of  the enti re          
planet” [Douglas Jacobsen & Rodney J.  
Sawatsky, Gracious Christianity]. 
 

So we elders have been brainstorming about 
how our congregation might wrestle together 
with the big questions of our day—immigration, 
refugees, poverty & inequality, racism, sexism, 
right to life…the list goes on.  How might we 
educate ourselves about such complex topics 
and discern together what our God-given    
responsibilities  include according to scripture?  
And how might those conversations inform and 
shape our mission to our broader community?  
Our discussions have not been conclusive; we 
hope to continue them in and with our various 
ministry teams as we meet together in the  
coming months.  

Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

November is the month that, as Americans, we stop and         
celebrate giving thanks on a holiday called Thanksgiving. In my 
mind Thanksgiving arrived early this year in the form of the event 
called the Best Fall Fest on October 16

th
. I am so incredibly 

grateful to the people who helped plan and carry out this event. 
Your Community Life team members spent a great deal of time 
and their own dollars to create an event filled with meaning,    
activities, and food. I would like to recognize them by name:  Ann 
Gasser, Janet Miller, Esther Hershberger, Greg & Amy Bugaj, 
Angie Nanes, Luke & Karen Parthemore, Cindy Bay, and Peg 
Kuhns.  Their creativity and dedication to doing good works for 
WMC and our Creator continue to amaze me. A special thanks to 
Lee Kuhns who provided invaluable help before and after the 
event. And thanks to Andrea Denning who created the attractive 
flyer for the event. Approximately 60-70 adults and kids were 
treated to a story of how Jesus is the light inside of us, an       
icebreaker, a parade around the church grounds, pumpkin    
painting, Pin the Tail on the Pumpkin, trunk and treat, corn hole, 
and donuts, cider, and milk. Praise God for the beautiful weather 
and the joy that was felt throughout the afternoon. 
 

 
 
 

I had the privilege of interviewing Harriet Noblit for our next     
edition of Getting to Know You. She possesses a wealth of    
wondrously interesting stories. Hopefully as you read this, you 
have seen the interview projected on the wall of the sanctuary or 
are seeing the printed interview in this issue of the Body Builder. 
Thanks to Carol Yoder and Pastor Jacob for suggesting Harriet 
as a subject. 
 

Community Life has agreed to assist the Outreach Team with the 
carry in lunch on October 30

th
, Mission Sunday. We will also be 

partnering with Outreach sometime this winter for a service night. 
 

Our next meeting is Nov. 16
th
 at 6:15pm at the church.   

 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any            
suggestions or concerns for our team. 

“In His service!”  Ken Nanes 

 Getting to Know You” Harriet Noblit September―Our women’s group 

met on Sept. 13 th for a day of  
quilting, comfort knotting, and 
fellowship. 
 

Loretta Bauer, our newly elected 
president, opened our business 
meeting with stories and photos of 
her 1st day of school experiences. 
We related some of our own. For 
some of us that meant recalling a 
day many years ago. 
 

Loretta recognized Harriet  Noblit’s 
90th birthday. We all signed a card 
for her. We also learned of the 
birth of Molly & Doug Sponsler’s 
daughter, Lydia Joy, on Sept. 12th. 
Carol Yoder shared some cell 
phone photos  o f  the  fam i ly      
including the new baby. 
 

We received a “Thank you” note 
from MCC for a monetary donation 
plus the sale amount of our quilt at 
the Relief Sale in August. Joann 
Hershberger read the minutes 
from last month and gave the 
treasurer’s report. She was also in 
charge of our devotions. The topic 
per ta ined to t ransi t ions and  
changes in our lives, referring to 
the call of Abram in Genesis 12  & 
17. God called Abram to a new 
location which meant changes to 
his life, but Abram, whose name 
was even changed to Abraham, 
trusted God to lead him. Likewise 
we need to  t rust  God when        
transit ions cause unforeseen 
changes. We don’t always know 
what lies ahead, but God does. 

After a prayer we enjoyed our 
lunches and returned to our    
projects. 
 

We were glad to have a guest from 
the Mooreland Church Women’s 
group with us. Other women are 
always welcome. 
 

October―October 11 t h was a 

beautiful fall day when 10 women 
and 2 children met to stitch a quilt, 
knot two comfor ters, and be    
entertained. 
 

Loretta Baur opened our  business 
meeting quoting a  poem, “A Loaf 
of Mother’s Bread”, followed by 
other news and a prayer. Joann 
Hershberger read the September 
minutes and gave the treasurer’s 
report. We received “Thank you” 
notes from Adriel School and an 
announcement of their auction. 
Our October project will be a   
donation to the Meat Canning 
Project sponsored by MCC. 
 

Molly Sponsler led our devotion 
time with the title “ Thin Spaces”. 
Scripture reading was the story of 
Jacob in Genesis when he met 
God through a dream of the ladder 
reaching to heaven and God was 
t h e r e  w i t h  h o m e .  A s  a             
remembrance Jacob set up a rock 
and called the place “Bethel”, 
which means “House of God”. A 
prayer, lunch, and more work on 
the quilt and comforter completed 
the day. 

~Submitted by Carol Miller 

Where did you grow up? School name? Church name? Siblings? Family story? 
Harriet grew up in Dalton in Wayne County. She is the 5th child of 12. 9 brothers and 
2 sisters. She attended Smithville High School (“I got all A’s and B’s!) until age 16. At 
that point her daddy said it was time for her to get to work! As a youth she attended 
both Salem Mennonite and Kidron Mennonite churches. She joined Wooster         
Mennonite about 65 years ago! Her husband, Ray, helped build our church. 
 

What is your best childhood memory?  
There are many – She was a busy child. Her mom taught her how to make pie dough 
at 7 years old.  Harriet makes a delicious custard pie and peach pie. Yum! 
 

How did you meet your husband? 
Harriet  had a date or two with a guy and he wanted to get married. She said, “No 
way, Jose’!” Harriet’s landlord urged her to apply to be a pinup girl. Seven service men 
wrote to her asking her to do this and she was hesitant to respond. The seventh    
serviceman wrote that he really wasn’t that interested in having a pinup girl. He was 
just a lonely serviceman and enjoyed getting letters.  Harriet’s sister said, “That’s the 
guy you should write to.” Harriet wrote to him. His name was Ray and he became 
Harriet’s husband for 55 years until he passed away. Ray and Harriet were the      
parents of 7 children – 6 girls and a boy. Their son was a minister who was honored to 
deliver the message at Ray’s funeral. 
 

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go and why? 
Switzerland – “That’s where my grandparents came from.  My brother and I became 
quite good at yodeling!” 
 

What is the best gift, material or otherwise, you have ever received? 
She received a wonderful gift from her grandma one time. Harriet & Ray treasure  
papers they received from Billy Graham. 
 

What is your least favorite food? Cottage cheese! 
 

What’s your mission in this life? 
“I like to embroider things and either give them to charities to be 
sold or just give them away.  I am working on one right now. I 
would rather do this than go to bingo.” 
 

Do your have any advice for us? “Read your bible!” 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Worship Team 

Below are some immigration facts to consider:   
TOP TEN U.S. IMMIGRATION FACTS 
1.  Most are legal. Despite conventional wisdom that most    
immigrants are here to take American jobs illegally, 75% of   
immigrants arrived here through legal means. Of the 25% who are 
here illegally, 40% of them simply have expired visas. 
2.  Most Popular Immigrant State. When broken down by state, 
California has the highest number of immigrants at just under 10 
million (2008 statistics). It also has the highest immigrant to total 
state population at 26.8% of the total state population. 
3.  State with the Fewest Immigrants. On the other hand, the state 
with the lowest immigrant population is West Virginia. In 2008, it 
was just over 23,000, at a total state population percentage of 
1.3%. 
4.  Racial Make-Up. Not surprising, around half of the immigrants 
in the U.S. reported Latino origins. What is surprising is 25% of 
the immigrant population reported Asian origins. 17% marked 
"other". 
5.  Education. Just over a quarter of immigrants aged 25 and up 
hold a bachelor's degree or higher, although 32% do not have a 
high school diploma. Comparably, US born adults in the same 
age range hold the same percentage of bachelor degrees, but just 
11% lack a high school diploma. 
6.  Revenue. The US has a long tradition of its immigrants making 
good as entrepreneurs. The trend holds true today. Immigrant 
business creates $162 billion in tax revenue! 
7.  Border Enforcement. From 1986 to 1998, the Border Patrol 
increased their agents on the southwest border to about 
8,500. Instead of lowering the undocumented immigrant        
population, it ended up doubling it! Experts believe this is due to 
insufficient legal avenues for immigrants to gain entry.   
8.  Paying Taxes. Another common argument against immigration 
is "they don't pay taxes". However, even undocumented       
immigrants pay some sort of taxes, especially income and sales 
taxes. Some studies have shown immigrants pay between $90 
and $140 billion a year in federal, state and local taxes. 
9.  They Speak English. You'll often hear people complaining 
about immigrants not "speaking our language". But the US   
Census Bureau says another story - over 75% of immigrants 
speak English well within their first ten years of arrival. 
10.  Irony. One of the reasons for the Revolutionary War, cited in 
the Declaration of Independence, is the interference of free  
migration. The US had open borders from its inception until 
1882. It makes one wonder what the Founding Fathers would 
think of us today.          (facts are from rev.com) 


