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1. As we seek to share the 

love and power of Jesus 

with hurting people, it is 

important for us to have 

faith in God’s abil i ty to 

transform lives regardless 

of any problems. Is your 

faith at that place? 

2. There is a significant effort 

in the American church to 

be engaging and even  

entertaining What affect 

has this had on how we 

typically pray together as 

believers?  

3. In what  ways have we  

accommodated ourselves 

to what the world wants or 

expects from us?   

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

1 
 

Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  
 

CSS Mtg. 6pm 
Christian Form. Mtg. 
7pm 

2 
 

Weight Watchers 
 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am 
 

 

3 
 
 
 
Martin’s Mennonite 
6:30-8:30pm 

4 

 
Race & The Bible Race & The Bible 
WorkshopWorkshop  
8am-2pm | FC 

5 
Turn clocks back! 

6 

 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Duane’s Story 
6:30pm 

7 

 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

8 
  
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  

 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 
 

9 
 

Weight Watchers 
 

Prayer & Care 
11:45am-2pm | MR 
 

Worship Team Mtg. 
5:30 | MR 

10 

 
 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 

MISSION SUNDAYMISSION SUNDAY  
  

Pancake Breakfast Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser Fundraiser   
8:308:30--10am | FC, K10am | FC, K  
 

13 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

 

14 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

15 

Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  
Kindermusik Thanks-
giving 11-12:30am  
 

Stewardship Mtg. 
6:30pm 

16 
 
Weight Watchers 
 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am 
 

 

17 
 
 

18 

 
Karen P. Rental 
1-6pm | FC, K 

19 
 
Jeanne Zimmerly Jeanne Zimmerly 
Jantzi SpeakingJantzi Speaking  
 
Amy B. Rental 
12-4pm | FC, K 

20 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 
 

21 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

22 

 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  
 
 
 

 

23 
   

 

 
 
 
Esther H. | Rental 
8am-4pm | FC, K 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 

MUSIC SUNDAYMUSIC SUNDAY  
 
 

27 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

29 
 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  

 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 

30 
 
Weight Watchers 

  

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Prayer & Care 
Attending the prayer event, October 14, with interactive prayer stations was an opportunity to focus on how 

Joseph, treated badly by his brothers, continued walking with God. God was watching over him in Egypt 

including his time in Potipher’s house, in prison, and later leading the country through famine. The love 

Joseph showed his brothers when they were united again brings hope to many of us. We were invited to 

pray for people around the world with hunger and other needs. We thought and prayed about the people in 

our families we love and sometimes find challenging. We prayed about our own jealousies of others, for 

forgiveness, and thanked God for his wide arms of mercy. Jacob led us in a time of worship and introduced 

us to a time of fasting. Sunday morning, October 15, we shared breakfast together, prepared with love by 

our pastor, Jacob. It was a fitting way to end the week and begin anew. We also responded with contrib-

uting food for the Thanksgiving needs at People to People. A big thank you to Outreach Ministry for your 

creative help with the prayer stations. Thank you too to Prayer and Care Ministry folks for your ideas, help, and participation.  
 

Corrie ten Boom says, “Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment with the Lord and keep it. A man is powerful on 

his knees.” Oswald Chambers adds, “We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties.”  

Liz Martin 
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Jesus prayed for His followers the night before His crucifixion: “My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are 
not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As 
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world” (John 17:15-18, NIV). 
 
Jesus prayed for God to help us be “sent into the world” but “not of the world.” His    
vision for our lives is of meaningful relationship with others, engagement in our      
community, and being shaped by the word. Our consumeristic culture has formed our 
sense of time and personal space to the point that our schedules do not have room for 
discipleship, prayer, and mission. 
 
Diana Butler Bass writes in her book Christianity after Religion (pg. 41): “Americans, 
even those of modest means, exercise more choices in a single day than some of our 
ancestors did in a month or perhaps even a year. From the moment we awaken, we 
are bombarded with choices— from caffeinated or decaffeinated, to flipping on any one 
of a hundred television stations as we ready the children for school, to getting our news 
in print, online, or via a mobile device, to what sort of spinach to buy to go with dinner 
(local, organic, fresh, frozen, chopped, whole leaf, bagged, or bunched).” 
 
How countercultural would it be if we started fasting from digital media once a week to 
make space for prayer and time with God? How contercultural would it be if we met 
once a week in groups for sharing, prayer, and discipleship? Jesus does not want us to 
withdraw from the world but rather live in the world as His sent ones shaped by the 
word. Please consider Jesus’ prayer for us and the call to be countercultural. How 
does this relate to your own journey with God? Would you consider fasting from media, 
making extra space for prayer or joining a discipleship group? Blessings to you as you 
reflect on these questions!  

Jacob Dodson 

 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.     Psalm 100:4  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

Christian Formation 

From Elder Chair... 

Do you have an interest in helping the Worship team with Advent? Please let me know or plan to   
attend our next Worship team meeting on Thursday, Nov. 9th at 5:30pm in the Meeting Room of WMC.  
  

The Worship team, along with others from WMC, participated in a workshop on “How to Plan Worship 
Services” led by Cathy Schmid. We learned a lot of valuable lessons to improve our work in worship 
planning. We had some guests from the First Baptist Church of Wooster that came to learn with us!  
 

The team is working with the Prayer & Care team to incorporate different methods of prayer into the 
Worship services, such as using the Scriptures in prayers.  
 

Both Beth Schertz and I have been working together on the decorations for the front of the sanctuary 
each week. I am thankful for Beth and her talents in helping to incorporate the worship services with 
the decorations. We also appreciate Pastor Jacob’s contributions. Thanks to those of you that have 
expressed your appreciation of the decorations! 
 

The following are the upcoming worship services and Scriptures. Plan to take time out each week to 
pray over these services and for the persons who will bring the message: 
 

Nov. 5  “Embracing Diversity: What can the Magi teach us?”, by Mindy Erdmann; Matt. 2:1-18 
Nov. 12  Fall Mission Sunday, by Joe Szeker, Director of Operations at People-to-People 
Nov. 19  “Taking Off Your Shoes”, by Jeanne Zimmerly Jantzi, Supt. of Central Christian School;  
 Acts 7:30-34 
Nov. 26  Thanksgiving Service—Music Sunday 
Dec. 3  Advent--“Let It Be”, by Pastor Jacob Dodson, Mark 13:24-37 
 

“…the church was earnestly praying to God for him.” Acts 12:5B  
To God alone be the glory!--Margaret 

Welcome to November!  Who doesn’t think of Thanksgiving 
when you hear November?  And I am thankful indeed, partic-
ularly to the able members of the Community Life team 
who constantly amaze and surprise me with their unique 
ideas and service to WMC and our great God. 
 

We sponsored the Best Fall Fest 2 and Reptiles, Too on 
Friday the 13th.  About 70 people enjoyed Trunk and 
Treats, sloppy joes and hotdogs, and a      
wonderful reptiles show presented by Marissa 
Dubina from Canton.  Especially heartwarming 
was the sight of people from the surrounding 
neighborhoods, friends of WMC people, and 
the OARDC who chose to step out in faith and 
attend this affair.   
     

The Community Life team met on October 23rd and plans were hatched 
for the annual Christmas party at WMC on Wednesday, December 6th.  It 
was decided that we would once again go Christmas caroling at the 
Brookdale assisted living facility across the street from WMC.  Unlike 
last year, it was decided that we should meet at the church at 6pm for 
prayer and then walk or carpool over to Brookdale to sing our hearts out.   
Everyone will be invited to return to WMC for cookies and drinks       

provided by your Community Life team. 
 

We discussed the Christmas Eve dinner which will be provided for the 
Wooster community.  It will be served from 4-5:30pm followed by the 
Christmas Eve service at 6:30pm. I discussed the duties to be performed 
by the team and surveyed team members as to their availability to serve 
on Christmas Eve. 
 

We have proposed a movie night on January 19, 2018, 6-8pm.  Details 
will be coming.  Stay tuned! 
 

Team member Ann Gasser presented a gift of a juice dispenser for the 
WMC kitchen.  The dispenser was generously donated by Stephen 
Rhodes prior to his passing.  We are very thankful for his thoughtfulness. 
 

Our next meeting on November 20, 2017 at 6:30pm. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email 
(kbnrun1054@gmail.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or 
concerns for our team. 
 

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
Academia Menonita Betania in          

Aibonito, Puerto Rico celebrated 55 

years of excellence in 

Christian education 

and is now working 

hard to rebuild their 

school buildings after 

the devastating hurricane. If you feel led 

to contribute, donations may be made 

through Wooster Mennonite Church by 

designated giving. To enjoy some    

photos of the school and to see      

some of the devastation, visit:                       

http://www.academiamenonitasj.org  

    

 

 

 

Fall work day for Saturday, November 

18 from 9:00am till 12 noon.  Bring your 

leaf rakes and join the fun!   

Respectfully, 

Leon 

Sunday, Nov. 12, is Fall Mission Sunday, and we will welcome Joe Szeker, Director of Operations at 

People to People Ministries as our missions speaker.  Did you know that our relationship with People to 

People goes much further than us sending them a portion of our missions offering each year?  Pastor 

Jacob regularly works with them to help provide assistance to people who stop by our church office 

from time to time with various needs.  Also, for many years now our church has allowed People to Peo-

ple to use our downstairs storage room (a.k.a. “the morgue”) to house donations for its Christmas toy 

distribution.  Poke your head into the morgue sometime this month to see just how 

much stuff is stored there, waiting to be given away to families in need this Christmas!  
  

We will present Joe with a boxful of nonperishable food items for People to People’s 

Thanksgiving food drive that Sunday, so bring an item to contribute if you can.  (The 

box is in the fellowship center.)  Also, please prayerfully consider how you might contribute monetarily 

to the missions offering; this is one of two offerings we take during the year that support our church’s 

missions commitments.  Note also that because of the pancake breakfast fundraiser from 8:30 to 

10:00, there will be no adult Sunday school on Nov. 12. 
 

Something else to look forward to is the Alternative Gift Market, Sunday, Dec. 3 from 

12 noon to 2:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church of Christ.  At this event, you will be able 

to purchase $5.00 shares in a number of humanitarian aid organizations and give 

them, along with a beautiful card, to loved ones as an alternative to more materialistic 

gifts.  Our church also coordinates a Global Crafts booth, selling fairly traded hand-

crafted items from around the world.  Come hungry:  Soup, sloppy joes and pie will be available for 

lunch, with proceeds benefiting local soup kitchens. 
  

Finally, after taking a year off, we will be hosting a Christmas Eve Dinner this year on Sunday, Dec. 24 

from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.  We’d love to see as many of our church family as possible be involved in some 

way!  Watch for signups for donating food items and helping to serve in the coming weeks.  By the way, 

due to the many hours of preparation needed, there will not be a morning service that Sunday, but a 

Christmas Eve service will follow the meal at 6:30 p.m. 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship 
 

I downloaded Candy Crush Saga.  You didn’t 

see it on facebook because, honestly, I didn’t 

want anyone to know.  It seems like everyone 

is unwinding by playing games on their phone 

or tablet.  So I gave it a go!  It turns out that 

I’m not all that bad at switching things around 

to get three matching candies to explode and 

disappear.  #littleknowntalents 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

But I can’t say I found it all that relaxing.  Sure, 

it gave me a chance to zone out, but after a 

few hours over the course of a week or so, all I 

have to show for it is a score high on the   

leaderboard and an improved ability to       

recognize four- or five-in-a-row.  I don’t feel 

closer to God, closer to my family, or any more 

relaxed than I did before.  And there’s that little 

nagging pressure in the back of my head to 

open up the game and see if I’ve earned   

another day’s reward. 

 

I wonder if this next year we might consider 

spending some time unwinding with the Bible?  

What would it feel like to have that nudging 

pressure to open up the Bible each day, to 

develop an appetite for what new might pop 

up in Scripture?  And what kind of rewards 

might be waiting for us?  Won’t you consider 

joining Christian Formation as we journey 

through the Bible in a year? 

 

 

Stewardship 
The early fall is my busiest time of year workwise, as I coordinate InterVarsity’s 
Harvest fall conference.  There are contracts to negotiate,     
catering orders to place, volunteers to recruit, housing           
assignments to turn in, dietary requests to  accommodate, name 
tags to print, and a million texts, calls and emails to reply to.   
 

Despite my efforts to delegate tasks and plan ahead this year, I still wound up 
working late many evenings the week leading up to Harvest.  The marathon     
continued for the first two days of the conference, but on Sunday morning most of 
my duties were over, so I was able to sit in Julie’s arts seminar and hear students 
reflect on how they had experienced God that weekend. 
 

While hearing the students share brought me joy, knowing that all those long 
hours and mundane tasks served a purpose, I also felt a bit like an outsider    
looking in one someone else’s party.  Due to the pressures and deadlines of the 
conference, I had allowed my own personal devotional and prayer life to screech 
to a halt for the past couple of weeks.  I immediately thought of the story of Mary 
and Martha, where Jesus praises Mary for sitting at his feet while Martha scurries 
around, trying to be a good host. 
 

Sound familiar?  Through the years, I have heard many a Mennonite say how 
much they resonate with Martha.  It seems that hard work and serving others is in 
our DNA.  It stings a little to think that Jesus would call Martha out in spite of these 
virtuous traits, doesn’t it?  Of course, Jesus isn’t saying that her work wasn’t     
important; rather, he is saying that receiving what he has to offer us is even more 
important that what we can do for him. 
 

We are entering into the crazy busy season of Thanksgiving and Christmas, when 
there is never any shortage of opportunities to serve.  Let’s make sure we have 
spent some time sitting at Jesus’ feet before we fill shoeboxes, rake leaves during 
the church work day, visit shut-ins, donate food for People to People, bake     
cookies for the church Christmas party, plan Sunday school lessons, and sign up 
to serve at the Christmas Eve Dinner.  Let’s allow Jesus to pour into us so that we 
will have what we need to pour into others. 


