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TheThe  

 How does God’s  mission-

ary nature influence the 

way you think? 

 

 Do you identify the fears 

and concerns of those 

around you? 

 

 In what ways have food, 

safety, security, and    

approval held power in 

your life? 

 

 How integrated are the 

different parts of your life? 
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World Communion  

Sunday 

 
Alicia S. | Rental 
Noon-6pm | FC, K 

3 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

 

4 

 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 6pm 

5 
 
 
 
Praying Through the 
Beatitudes 7pm 

6 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Mom’s Book Group 
 
 

7 8 
 
Prayer Retreat at 
Camp Luz 9am-3pm 
 
Shaquez D. | Rental 
10am-9pm | FC, K 
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10 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 

Mosaic 6-8:30pm 
 

Outreach Mtg. 7pm 

11 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
Weight Watchers 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:15pm 
Prayer & Care Mtg. 
6:30pm 

14 
 
 

 

15 
 
Alicia S. | Rental 
10am-5pm | FC, K 

16 
 

WMC Best Fall 
Fest “BFF” 

2-4pm 

 

17 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

18 
 
 
 
 
Elder Meeting 6pm 

19 
 
 
 
Praying Through the 
Beatitudes 7pm 

20 
 
Weight Watchers 
 
9:30-11am  
Mom’s Book Group 

21 22 
 

23 
 
 
 
30  Fall Mission  

Sunday  
Meal 12:30pm  

24 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
31 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

25 26 
 
 

27 
 
Weight Watchers 

28 29 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

What is Mosaic? 

  

OctoberOctoberOctober   
Remembering Our Roots 
One month ago our church was blessed to have a significant number of former members     

return for the 50th anniversary MYF reunion. Beulah and Jerry Steiner, Leon and Esther      

Hershberger, and I were able to attend the meal and celebration. It was a rich time that        

reminded me about the importance of returning to our roots. Wooster Mennonite Church was 

founded in 1942 as a mission. The first location of the church 

was 713 Gasche Street. The earliest meetings took place in 

the house pictured here.  
 

D. W. Miller was the first called minister of the congregation. 

Two of his daughters were present at the 50th MYF reunion 

and shared stories of what it was like at WMC in the 1950s. 

We were able to reflect on the words written by D. W. in 1951 

in the Ohio Mission Evangel: “Here is a challenge for all of us. 

The command of our Lord to witness for Him, the profession we make as disciples of Christ, 

the generation we serve and the lost world about us, challenge us to be faithful to evangelize 

the world…will we evangelize the cities of our day? Wooster needs the witness of the ‘whole 

gospel.’ Wooster, a modern city, needs the witness of the Mennonite church. Will we meet that 

challenge? Will you pray? Will you work? Will you give?...Let us rise up and build.” 
 

These words are as relevant today as they were in 1951. We need to remember our calling as 

a missional congregation. This calling extends back into our past as well as into our future. We 

are called to be witnesses of Christ, proponents of the Mennonite approach, and advocates of 

the Kingdom vision. Part of this goes back to remembering our roots. On September 10, 2017, 

we will celebrate our 75th anniversary as a congregation. This will most likely include a special 

service, carry-in meal, and dedication of a new peace pole. Please consider helping prepare 

for this event by doing any of the following: join the 75th anniversary planning team, collect  

photos and stories related to the church and pass them on to the planning team, mark your 

calendar for the celebration and plan on attending. If you have any questions about the 75th 

anniversary please contact me or Beulah Steiner. Thank you!    —Jacob Dodson 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.   
                                --Psalm 23:1  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 

Do you know about the wonderful outreach ministry that uses our 
church building on Mondays throughout the year? Mosaic          
Connections is a ministry that seeks to connect with our         
community through events and programs which utilize the arts as 
a tool to reach out and transform lives.  And they need our help! 
 
Their Kid’s Connection program, open to kids in 2nd through 6th 
grades, begins on Monday, October 17th (5:30-7:00 pm) and runs 
for six weeks.  Beginning with a simple meal for children and their families, the program includes an hour of art and devo-
tions each week.  Volunteers are needed to help in the kitchen, with food, and with craft projects.  No advance preparation 
is needed—just extra hands!  How easy is that?  Can you help?  Check out the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Center. 
 
On Saturday, December 3rd (noon-4:00 pm) Mosaic will present “A Journey Through Bethlehem” at our church—a         
multisensory event where families will step back in time to Bible-times’ Bethlehem to explore Jesus’ miraculous love in an 
interactive marketplace.  Check out their website for more information [http://www.mosaicconnection.org/html/
journey_thru_bethlehem.html].  Many volunteers are needed for this outreach as well—to help with set up and tear down, 
to direct and sign in visitors, as actors, as craft helpers, with hospitality and refreshments, with prayer, and as                
photographers.  Again, see the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Center. Here is a wonderful opportunity to put our missional 
training into practice this year! 



Our Mom's Book Group started quite 

informally about three years ago, and 

currently includes individuals from a 

number of different area churches. We 

meet the first and third Thursday of 

every month in the basement of WMC, 

often with kids in tow, to discuss what 

we've read and to simply share and 

enjoy each other's company. Although 

we started with a parenting book, the 

selection has varied over time, and it 

seems that no matter the content and 

our various opinions and views, great 

conversation results. The hope is that 

we always leave encouraged. The  

latest book we have decided upon, 

The Lies Women Believe: and the 

Truth that Sets them Free, we are set 

to start this month. Feel free to join us. 

~Abbie Clevenger 

 

Meat Canning is scheduled for Saturday, Monday, 
and Tuesday (Oct. 15, 17 & 18) at the Gerber Bldg. 
behind Central Christian School in Kidron. The three 
young managers traveling with the Meat Canner start 
working early each morning, usually by 5am. Much 
of the turkey that is canned early each day is ground, 
rather than cut or sliced by experience and amateur 
meat-cutters. Once the meat has been processed in 
the cans, the cans are wiped clean. Volunteers   
attach labels to the dry cans and set them on a      
conveyor to be packed into boxes. 
 

The canning cycle continues throughout the day, and 
the last batch is usually ready to be labeled by 
9:30pm. 
 

Many area churches, including WMC, provide food 
for the workers. Soups such as chili, and broccoli 
cheese are supplemented with sandwich meats and 
cheese. Veggie and fruit trays are available, and 
delicious cookies made by Amish bakers add a touch 
of sweetness,. Milk, fruit punch, and juice are      
provided by Smith Dairy (thanks Steve & Cathy), and 
the Frito-Lay Company often supplies snacks like 
potato chips or fritos.  
 

Usually a husband and wife team makes sure that 
the white coats that meat handlers wear are washed 
and dried every day. 
 

When you enter the buildering, a greeter typically 
helps you sign in, and guides you to the meat     
processing area or to the can-labeling tables. Many 
hands truly make the work lighter! We welcome   
willing workers! 

 

Last April, Pete & Louisa Erb were our 2016 

Spring Mission Day speakers. They have had a 

busy summer in  Hindman, KY with many groups 

interacting with the local people. Most of these 

volunteers assisted with home repair  and         

rebuilding projects. 
 

On Saturday, October 1 st, Lisa   Zuercher,       

manager of World Crafts in Kidron, her daughter 

Rowena and Loretta Baur participated in the    

annual Fair Trade Expo at John Carrol University 

which featured speakers, videos, workshops and 

vendors all promoting fair trade items and thinking 

about fair trade practices. 

What happens when we close our Bibles at the end of a Scripture reading?  I realized 
this morning that there is a satisfying feeling of accomplishment when you come to the 
end of a required reading, or a time you’ve set aside for Bible study, or even the end of 
a sermon.  But then what?  Could it be that our closing our Bibles (or screens!) also 
signals our minds to move on to the next thing? 
 

In our Missional Essentials Sunday School class, we’ve been discussing the many  
facets of our lives and how God longs to be Lord over each of those.  Church, work, 
shopping, home, family gatherings, business trips, and play groups are all examples of 
places we may or may not allow God to have complete rule.  Certainly we have good 
intentions of living this Christian life obediently and well, but have we left Him at home 
in our prayer closet, special chair, or at the dining room table?  Do we sometimes 
move into another compartment of our lives with a promise to catch up with God later? 
 

I want to guard against this happening in my mind.  I want to live out 2 Corinthians 
2:14-15 which says “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him             
everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved 
and among those who are perishing.”  I don’t want my closing my Bible to signal the 
end of my daily “God time” as I move on to my next responsibility.  And so even though 
an open Bible takes up more space and will make my side table look a little more    
cluttered, I’m going to try it. 

Christian Formation 

Missional Update 

September has been a busy month for the     
leadership team!  We have welcomed three new 
team members (Sara, Margaret, and Leon); have 
supported one another as our various ministry 
teams have begun to meet and get organized for 
the year; and have started to focus on two key 
topics/projects that are giving shape to our work 
during the 2016-2017 church year. 
 

The first of these, of course, is our Mission Plan, 
which the congregation adopted in June. With the 
goal of strengthening the culture of mission at 
WMC, the aim of our plan is to offer missional 
training and missional opportunities for every 
person so that all of us can “experience growth, 
renewed spiritual vitality, deeper identity as    
Anabaptist Christians, and greater missional  
engagement.” Training opportunities have begun!  
The adult Sunday school class is currently     
studying the Missional Essentials curriculum, 
underscored by Jacob’s messages in worship, 
and each week we have had rich discussions 
about what it means to be sent by God and to 
participate in His Kingdom-building agenda.  
Come and join us!  
 

As well, we are planning a mission training   
workshop with Jon and Julie Longacre—mark 
your calendars for the afternoon of Sunday,   
December 11—and seeking ways in which mem-
bers can get involved with Mosaic Connection 
(see article below) and with College of Wooster 
students. 
 

The elder team’s second focus this fall has to do 
with the church handbook.  Do you know that 

there is a church handbook that is full of job   
descriptions and policies for the smooth running 
of the WMC congregation?  Well, there is, and it 
needs to be revised, updated, and redistributed!   
Of first importance is to review and clarify our 
book keeping practices, and the Stewardship 
team under Leon’s leadership has already begun 
to do just that.  But other policies also need our 
attention, and other ministry teams will have  
opportunities to help with this task as well. 
 

The elder team covets your prayers and         
encouragement as we meet and deliberate    
together and as we give leadership to our ministry 
teams.  The work is God’s and we seek to faithful 
to God’s purposes for our church! 

Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

From the Elder Chair 

From Worship Team 

 Prayer & Care  

Mom’s Book Group 

I’ve been thinking a lot recently about a class I took on Isaiah at Ashland 
Theological Seminary a few years ago.  What a rich study that was.  The 
prophet Isaiah had (and has) much to say to the people of God about    
issues of justice—“What sorrow awaits the unjust judges and those who 
issue unfair laws.  They deprive the poor of justice and deny the rights of 
the needy among my people.” (Is. 10:1-2, NLT) –and about issues of     
worship—“This is the kind of [worship] I want: free those who are wrongly   
imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the           
oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people.  Share your 
food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless.  Give clothes to 
those who need them, and do not hide from [those] who need your 
help.” (Is. 58:6-7).  It seems that our worship and our commitment to justice 
go hand in hand in the eyes of the Lord. 
 

How challenging that is for us—especially during this unending (!) election 
season.  In a world and in our nation that rages with injustice and struggles 
with such difficult problems, it’s tempting to close our eyes and ears to the 
pain and cries of the poor and oppressed.  It’s also tempting to look for  
worship experiences which do not cause us discomfort or stretch us too far 

out of our comfort zones.  When we do so—when we let our own interests 
shape our worship instead of seeking to delight in that which pleases God 
(doing justice)—Isaiah reminds us that our worship is idolatry: “The Lord 
says, ‘These people say they are mine. They honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.  And their worship of me is nothing but        
man-made rules learned by rote.” (Is. 29:13) 
 

Doing justice and worshiping God in Isaiah are two sides of the same coin.  
If our worship of God is in line with his holy and just purposes for creation, 
when we call on the Lord, he promises to answer us with healing and hope: 
“Here I am” (Is. 58:9).  May our worship as the people of God at Wooster 
Mennonite Church honor God—not just with our lips but with our lives.  May 
we echo God’s gracious word to us with a passion to work for justice    
wherever our ministries take us. 
 

October 9 “The Gerasene Demoniac,” Jim Bay 
October 16 “Loving your Neighborhood,” Jacob Dodson 
October 23 Message on the Beatitudes by Jeremy Clevenger 
October 30 Fall Mission Sunday, message by Haroldo Nunes, Open       
 Arms Ministry  

 

Did you know that there are people that pray the Joys & Concerns given during the worship services on Sunday mornings 
every week? They are called the Pray-ers. If you are interested in joining us in praying every week, please send me an        
e-mail and I will add you to the list. My e-mail address is: marglatta@gmail.com.  
 

There is a prayer group that are praying through the Beatitudes. This is being led by Jeremy Clevenger. For now, this will be 
held every other week, up until the holidays. Dates and times are announced.  
 

The Prayer & Care (P&C) team will be hosting an Election Day Prayer Vigil. Please watch for possible changes regarding 
this event, such as the date, times, and place. This will provide a good opportunity for everyone to pray for our political    
leaders in our city, county, state, and president, as well as legislations and policies.  
 

The P&C team will be extending our love for our shut-ins. We will be sending a “thinking of you” or “encouraging words” 
cards to them on a monthly basis.  
 

If you have an interest in joining the P&C team, we will be meeting on Thursday, October 13th at 6:30pm.  
 

Psalms 109:4B says: “But I am a man of prayer.” We are often in a religious hurry in our devotions. How much time do we 
spend in them daily? No large growth in holiness was ever gained by one who did not take time to be often, and long, alone 
with God (from Streams in the Desert devotional by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman).        
                  Margaret A. Latta, Elder of Prayer & Care  

COMMUNITY LIFE 
Ominous October has arrived!  This is a month filled with beauti-
ful colors (Thanks be to God) but tempered with the oncoming 
coldness and grayness that Ohioans have come to know so well. 
 

Community Life has an activity to maximize the enjoyment of this 
month of transition!  On October 16

th
, Community Life is sponsor-

ing the WMC Best Fall Fest (BFF!) from 2-4 pm in the church 
parking lot.  Everyone is welcome, including your friends!  There 
will be a time of blessing and thankfulness, pumpkin painting, a 
costume parade, ice breakers, games, corn hole, food & drinks, 
and trunk & treat!  Come in costume (kids especially, but adults 
certainly can!) and enjoy two hours of rejoicing and fun.  There 
will be a sign up list on the Community Life bulletin board for 
those people willing to open their vehicle trunks to provide 
treats.  We will move indoors if necessary. 
 

We are happy to welcome several new members to our team.  
Karen & Luke Parthemore, Esther Hershberger, and Ann Gasser 
have blessed us with joining Community Life.  Praise to our great 
God for their presence. 

 

There is a revision of the church’s handbook going on.  Did you 
know there is a handbook?!  Community Life has been working 
on the policy for borrowing items from the kitchen area.  Did you 
know there was such a policy?!  We will work on publicizing the 
policy after the revision is completed. 
 

Our next meeting will be on October 13
th
 at 6:15 pm at the 

church.  We will put the finishing touches on the “BFF” at that 
time.  Hope to see you at the BFF event! 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any sugges-
tions or concerns for our team. 
 

“May God bless you!”  
Ken Nanes 

OUTREACH 


