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1. Reflect on your regular life 

routines. Which of them are 

motivated primarily by your 

faith? Have you used your 

hands in worship, prayer or     

service lately?  

 

2. Have you been able to 

abide in God's peace and 

let it flow through you to 

others?  

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
Rental | Alicia S. 
12-6pm | FC, K, MR 

2 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg. 7pm 

5 
 

Weight Watchers 
 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am 
 

11:30am-2pm  
Prayer & Care Mtg. 

6 
 
‘13th’ Documentary 
7pm | Meeting Room 

7 

 

8 
 
‘13th’ Documentary 
Brown Bag Lunch & 
Debrief  
12pm-1:30pm | 
Meeting Room 

9 

 

WBS 1-2:30pm 

10 

 
Hands for Jesus 
9am 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

11 
  
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  

 
Elder Mtg. 7pm 
 

12 
 

Weight Watchers 
 
 

 
 

 

13 

 
Prayer Event Set-Up 
 
BFF 2 & Reptiles 
Too 5:30-7:30pm  
FC, K, Parking Lot 

14 
 

Prayer Event 
4-6pm | FC, S 
 
 

15 
 

Prayer Breakfast  
7-9:15am | FC, K 
 

Elder Appreciation 
Meal | 5pm @ 
Christmas Run 

16 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

 

17 

 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 

18 

 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  
 
 

19 
 
Weight Watchers 
 

Shepherding A Childs 
Heart 9:30-11am 
 

 

20 
 
 

21 

 
Julie L. Rental 
3-9pm | FC 

22 
 
 

23 
 
WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 
 

24 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

25 

 
Kindermusik  
10-10:45am  
 
 
 

Elder Mtg. 7pm 

26 
   

Weight Watchers 
 

 

 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

 
 

30 
 

WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
Kindermusik  
6-6:45pm 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
Christian Formation will host another prayer gathering on Wednesday, October 4th at 7:00 pm.  

The team met last week to brainstorm ideas about what is possible this year and how we can 

best help and encourage each member of our church body.  We are excited about the feed-

back from the first prayer gathering, participation in the Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire Sunday school 

class, and the possibility of new opportunities this year. Will you help us by sharing what you 

think might help YOU grow in your spiritual journey?  What are you needing, or missing?  

What do you love?  Share with any member of the team (Steve Schmid, Esther Hershberger, 

Katie Dodson, Kim Hartman, Leona Horst, or Sara Wakefield) and look for our short survey in 

the weeks to come. 

 

A quote from Lloyd John Ogilvie:  “Prayer changes our perception of what is possible and   

recruits us to be part of the solution, not part of the problem.”   

OctoberOctoberOctober   
The Gospel story presents us with many people who were close to God and knew how 
to pray. From Elizabeth, before the birth of John the Baptist to Stephen at the point of 
his death, we see people who prayed and sought guidance and grace from God. 
 

We need to be people of prayer who are open to receive God’s guidance and grace. 
Each day provides us with blessings and challenges that need to be lifted up in prayer. 
The Lutheran reformer, Philipp Melanchthon, once said: “trouble and perplexity drive 
me to prayer and prayer drives away perplexity and trouble.” It is truly the case that 
communing with God in prayer changes our view of the world. 
 

What are some practical ways that we can be people of prayer? Let’s invite the Holy 
Spirit to work in us, to help us notice the needs of those around us and pray for them, 
to set apart time in a quiet space, and gather for prayer as a body of believers. Prayer 
needs to be part of the regular rhythm of our lives. As Walter A. Mueller suggests: 
“prayer is not merely an occasional impulse to which we respond when we are in    
trouble: prayer is a life attitude.”  
 

We can turn off the radio in our cars and pray instead, pray when we hear sirens, put a 
reminder to pray on our bathroom mirrors, prayer together as believer, pray for difficult 
people in our lives, pray before eating, pray deeply during church, and ask others to 
pray for us. 
 

Expect to hear many about prayer this Fall. The adult Sunday school class is going 
through the book Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, which has many inspiring stories about  
prayer. There will be a prayer event at our church on October 14th centered on          
Joseph’s story. Sara Wakefield is organizing a number of prayer gatherings. Our Fall 
sermon series will be on the prayer life of Jesus in the gospel of Luke. Please join me 
in this journey of going deeper in prayer. It holds incredible potential to renew our   
congregation and change our lives. 

Jacob Dodson 

 

The King will say, “I tell you the truth, When you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”

    Matthew 25:40 

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

Prayer & Care 

The Prayer and Care Team met early in September. We spent time 
in prayer praying for the needs that had been shared at the worship 
service and we also prayed for our shut-ins and some personal 
needs.  Each of us has the book, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, by Jim 
Cymbala. We look forward to reading the book and sharing our  
impressions and reflections in the next weeks. 
 
 
 

Loving Outward as Joseph Did  
 
Saturday, October 14th & 15th is a prayer event we 
hope you all will want to plan to attend.  
 
Loving Outward as Joseph Did is planned with five 
different interactive prayer stations. They can be 
completed in any order. It is highly recommended you 
read the Joseph account in Genesis prior to coming 
to the event. Reading Genesis 37, 39-48 will enrich 
your prayer experience. You can attend any time 
from 4:00 - 5:30 pm at which time we will gather as a 
group for a short time of worship and an introduction 
to fasting led by Pastor Jacob.  
 

To conclude the fast breakfast will be prepared and served by Jacob on      
Sunday morning, 8:30 am in the fellowship area. Prayer & Care is partnering 
with Outreach to plan this time of prayer. 
 
 
Liz Martin 

 

The team has been incorporating a couple of new people that are on the team, to plan worship   
services and pairing them along with those that have experience in planning worship services. 
 
Duane Eberly has an interest in forming a Men’s Quartet. Please let him know if you have an interest 
in participating in this new endeavor!  
 
PRAYER is our focus throughout the Fall months. We have a great line-up! The following are the 
upcoming worship services and Scriptures. Take time out each week to pray over these services 
and for Pastor Jacob, as he brings the message each week: 
 
Oct. 1   “He Gave Thanks”  World Communion Sunday   Luke 22:7-20 
Oct. 8   “With you I am well pleased”     Luke 3:21-23 
Oct. 15   “Lord, if you are willing”      Luke 5:12-16 
Oct. 22   “He called his disciples to him”     Luke 6:12-16 
Oct. 29   “Who do you say I am?”      Luke 9:18-20 
Nov. 5   Racial Justice theme; Speaker: Mindy Erdmann   Acts 6 
 
“Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; He is the faithful God, keeping His covenant of love 
to a thousand generations of those who love Him and keep His commandments.” Deuteronomy 7:9 
 
To God alone be the glory!  
Margaret 

October has arrived in all its colorful glory. Thanks be to 
God for the amazing feats of nature provided to us by 
virtue of His endless love for us! 
 

Your Community Life team met on September 18th and we welcomed 
the following new teammates:  Kim Hartman, Whitney Masters, and  
Gordon Miller.  We are thankful for their willingness to serve! 
 

The fall congregational business meeting was held on September 24th.  I 
had asked that Community Life assist with setup and cleanup for the 
carry in lunch that day. 
 

We reflected on the outdoor worship service held this past August.  We 
are grateful to use the beautiful venues at the OARDC at no cost.  How-
ever, I suggested that perhaps it is time to consider a new location with 
better parking and a facility that allows the church service to be more 
easily heard.  Many ideas were presented and further discussions will 
occur. 
 

Much fruitful time was spent discussing an activity to be held on Friday, 
October 13, 2017 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  We are calling it Best Fall Fest 2 
& Reptiles, Too.  We will once again have Trunk & Treats in the parking  

 
 
 

lot beginning at 5:30 p.m.  A signup list for participants willing to open 
their trunks and provide candy will be  available.  We will then move into 
the fellowship hall for a dinner of sloppy joes and hot dogs. Kids’ activi-
ties will be provided during this time.  At 6:30, Marissa Dubina, a Malone 
College graduate, will present a family oriented and hands-on program 
about reptiles. There will be live reptiles! Marissa has said she loves 
sharing her knowledge and sharing her love of God. Thanks to Cindy 
Bay for initiating the contact with Marissa!  Halloween costumes are   
encouraged but not a necessity. Grab a friend and plan on attending this 
fun night of eating and learning. It is our plan to invite neighbors from the 
streets next to WMC.  The event is free! 
 

Luke Parthemore provided information about licensing for the public 
showing of movies. I will pass that information along to Jacob and the 
elders for dissemination. We tentatively plan to have a family movie 
night and a movie night for adults sometime in 2018.  Stay tuned! 
 

Our next meeting is on October 23 at 6:30 pm. 

 Outreach 

My dad has a phrase he likes to use when observing 

how abuzz with plans someone is: “You’re really 

packing in the living!”  Wooster Mennonite really 

seems to be packing in the living these days, with the 

calendar chock full of anniversary gatherings,      

business meetings, prayer events, service projects, 

discipleship endeavors and guest speakers!  Where 

is everyone getting their energy and motivation to do 

all this planning? 
 

It was encouraging to see such a wonderful turnout at 

last Sunday’s congregational business meeting.  

Instead of suffering from “potluck fatigue” as I’d joked 

the week before, the spread at the carry-in meal was 

fit for a king!  Where is everyone getting their energy 

for all this cooking, not to mention their motivation to 

sit through a meeting (asking good questions!) on a 

Sunday afternoon? 
 

Perhaps we are being energized and motivated by 

the sweet fellowship that is a natural by-product of 

get-togethers in a church our size.  Maybe it’s the 

Holy Spirit infusing our church with Fresh Wind, 

Fresh Fire.  Maybe the world seems particularly cha-

otic to us right now, and leaning in and lending a 

hand provides a sense of tranquility to our souls.  

Whatever the cause, WMC is truly packing in the 

living right now – not on the brink of exhaustion and 

burnout, but rather out of storehouses of spiritual 

energy.  Praise be to God!                    Jon Longacre 

Why spend money at the movies on a Friday night 
when you can come to church and view a free 
screening of a documentary that deals with a     
justice issue?  This coming Friday, October 6 at     
7 pm, the film 13

th
 will be shown in the downstairs 

meeting room, followed by a discussion facilitated 
by Paul Seling.  The film explores the mass       
incarceration of African Americans in the U.S. even 
after slavery became illegal.  (Due to some disturbing content, this film is not        
recommended for children). 

 
Meat Canning will take place October 14

th
, 16

th
 and 17

th
 at the 

Gerber Building behind Central Christian School.  All you need to 
do is show up and jump right in where most needed.  This is truly 
an unforgettable experience, and the need in the world has never 
been greater. 
 

Don’t forget the Service Day on Saturday, October 28
th
 from 8:30 am - 1:30 pm. We 

will meet at the church and carpool to various members’ houses to offer services 
such as raking leaves, maintaining gardens, painting and cleaning. We will meet 
back at the church for a lunch and fellowship time. Sign-up forms to volunteer and to 
provide jobs are located in the fellowship center. 
 
Mark your calendars for a workshop on Saturday, November 4

th
, when InterVarsity’s 

talented and passionate Mindy Erdmann will lead us in a morning of Scripture study 
and show us how our faith intersects with some of the racial injustices we are      
witnessing all around us.  Lunch will be provided.  (Do we like 
to eat here at Wooster Mennonite, or what?!) 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the    

hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be 

seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have  

received their reward in full. 6 But when you 

pray, go into your room, close the door and 

pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep 

on babbling like pagans, for they think they will 

be heard because of their many words. 8 Do 

not be like them, for your Father knows what 

you need before you ask him. 

 

 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

 “‘Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 10 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

 11 Give us today our daily bread. 

 12 And forgive us our debts, 

     as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 13 And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

 

14For if you forgive other people when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others 

their sins, your Father will not forgive your 

sins. 

 

Matthew 6:5-15 

From Elder Chair... 
 Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email (kbnrun1054@gmail.com), 
or personal contact with any suggestions or concerns for our team. 

 

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 


