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What is PCRF? It stands for          

Personnel/Congregational     

Relations Facilitators. We are 

a connecting link between the  

congregation and the church 

employees. We are here to 

listen if people have concerns 

and are willing to talk to     

anybody at anytime about    

questions or comments in this 

area. 
 

Laurie Johnson, Jim Bay  
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Prayer Group 7pm 
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WBS 1-2:30pm 

27 28 
 
 

29 
 
Weight Watchers 
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FROM PCRF... 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Starting this Sunday, September 4
th
 at 9:30am 

 Missional Essentials: A Guide for Experiencing God's Mission in Your Life 
Missional Essentials is a response to Jesus' commandment for us to love God with our all in all: "And he answered, 

'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.' (Luke 10:27) Each lesson includes components that engage our heart 

and soul, mind, and strength, as we move forward on the missional quest of loving our neighbors as ourselves.   

 

 September 18
th
  World Peace Sunday 

 September 21
st
  “Take Our Moments and Our Days” prayer group at 7pm 

 October TBD  Wooster Best Fall Fest “BFF” 

 October 2
nd

  World Communion Sunday 

 October 8
th
  Prayer Retreat at Camp Luz 9am-3pm 

 October 30
th 

  Fall Mission Sunday 

SeptemberSeptemberSeptember   
The Strings We Wear 
Recently, I went with Micah and Aubrie to see the movie Kubo and the Two Strings. It was 

an adventure story set in ancient Japan involving a young boy with special musical gifts. 

Throughout the film it becomes increasingly clear how important his mother and father are 

to his journey. Kubo remembers his parents with two strings that he wears as bracelets on 

his left wrist (hence the title of the film). In his greatest moment of crisis, Kubo is reminded 

by the two strings of what is most important. The memory of his parents leads him to act 

with gratitude, compassion, and forgiveness. 

 

Kubo’s story got me thinking about our journey of faith in Christ. We have all been        

nurtured at some point by others during our journey. They may have been family        

members, friends or fellow believers. They often entered our lives at crucial moments and 

imparted something vital to our spiritual growth. They prayed with us to receive Christ, 

mentored us, helped us read scripture, and modeled for us the way of Jesus. These     

influential people are the strings we wear. The memory of them continues to inspire us to 

love and serve God and others with gratitude, compassion, and forgiveness. 

 

Take a moment to consider the strings you wear. Who in your life has been a big support 

to your spiritual growth? Who has really helped and inspired you in your faith? What   

qualities did they exhibit? Can you do for someone else what they did for you? God is able 

to provide opportunities for you to reach out and bless others. Remember Paul’s words: 

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 

your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched 

in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your       

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:8-11, NIV). And elsewhere: 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are         

doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11, NIV).  

—Jacob Dodson 

 

  Come, let us bow down in worship,  
   let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
                                  --Psalm 95:6  

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



On Saturday morning, August 20
th
, the 

Elder Leadership team “retreated” together 

at Ken & Angie Nanes’ home for a time of 

prayer, planning, and organizing for the 

new church year.  After a delicious “pot 

luck” breakfast, Jim Bay and Laurie    

Johnson (our PCRF reps) joined us for a 

short time to bring us up to speed about       

transitions in the office staff.  We then 

spent some fruitful time brainstorming 

about ways our various teams can        

participate in this year’s mission plan. 
 

For this next year, Cathy Schmid will    

remain as Elder chair, and Sara Wakefield 

will be our meetings and congregational 

secretary.  Thank you, Sara! 
 

“Thank you” to everyone who filled out a 

covenant form this year.  We are so   

grateful for your willingness to share your 

time, gifts, and talents with the              

congregation as we strive to be about 

God’s work together.  If you have not yet 

filled out a form, it’s not too late!  Let us 

know of your intentions to serve and place 

your completed form in Cathy Schmid’s 

mailbox.   
 

Please keep the elder team in your prayers 

as we seek to serve the congregation  

faithfully this year. 

          

Cathy Schmid, Elder Chair 

Please mark your calendars:   

 

 We will be joining like-minded Christians 

around the globe in celebrating World 

Peace Sunday on September 18
th
.  

 October 2
nd

    World Communion Sunday 

 October 30
th
   Fall Mission Sunday 

 

From Worship Team 

I am excited about starting this new church year and embracing the 2016-2017 mission plan of 
training in becoming missional.  Over the summer the adult Sunday School class spent much 
time discussing why we believe what we believe and also how we can begin to purposely be the 
hands of Jesus in our “third places”.  If anything was obvious, it was that we all have a great 
mission field around us and we all have the potential to grow.   
 
Being missional doesn’t mean doing more service projects.  It doesn’t mean having it all together 
in order to be able to give to someone else.  And it doesn’t mean we have reached some      
superior level of spirituality.  I found this quote at  http://becomingmissional.blogspot.com/: 
 

To be Missional is to live out your belief, 
in your community - where you live and with who you live, 
using all your gifting - freely and enthusiastically, 
confessing your imperfection and realizing all are imperfect, 
being Christ's hands, 
seeing the needs as God sees them and responding accordingly, 
living moment by moment in communion with God, 
sharing my blessings with others, 
helping others to see Jesus and ABBA, 
growing daily in grace and knowledge of them. 
Being who I was created to be. 

 
I hope you’ll join this year in embracing this idea of becoming missional.  We need each other 
here at WMC – not just to carry out the programs we have established, but to support,          
encourage, and spur one another on toward growth in Christ and living out God’s purpose for us.  
That is Christian Formation.   

 Christian Formation 

WMW “Hands for Jesus” 

Outreach Ministry 
 Prayer & Care  

FROM ELDER CHAIR 

 

Our Pennies of Thanks/My Coins Count 

offerings came to a close the last  Sunday 

in July.  It was such a blessing to have 

the children support this effort for the past 

seven months. Because of your          

generosity and matching donations we 

were able to contribute over $2,184 to the 

Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale My Coins 

Count fund. The check was ready and 

delivered on Friday,  August 5th.  Not only 

will the money go to help build sand dams 

and other water supplies, it will help    

provide food to hungry needy people. 

 

Thank you, too, for the support of baked 

goods including sour dough bread, coffee 

cakes, cookies and Leona's pies to the 

Swiss Pantry at the Relief sale.  All    

money goes to support the efforts of MCC 

(Mennonite Central Committee).  All work 

of MCC is given in the name of Jesus. 

 

Soon the Outreach Team will meet to 

plan for several months ahead.  Please 

be in prayer for all of us to reach out  

sharing the love of Jesus daily! 

 

Liz Martin, Outreach Elder 

 

I am looking forward to serving with this year’s Prayer & Care Team! There are a 
few exciting happenings that are coming up, so plan to mark your calendars! First of 
all, Jeremy Clevenger is forming a prayer group to pray through the Beatitudes   
using a Mennonite prayer book called “Take Our Moments and Our Days”. If it works 
for everyone that would like to be involved in this group, the first meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 21

st
 at 7pm. If you have an interest in this new group and to 

spend time praying, contact Jeremy or look for more information to come.   
 

Next, come to pray together at a place away from it all! Attend a Prayer Retreat at 
Camp Luz on Saturday, October 8

th
 from 9am to 3pm. The themes are: “Facing Our 

Fears”, “Miracle & Healing”, “Go and Share; Amazed at God’s Mercy (based on 
Mark’s story)”. Plan to bring a sack lunch. This retreat is being sponsored by Jim 
Bay, Katie Dodson, Laurie Johnson, and Beulah Steiner. Sign up in the Fellowship 
Center today!  
 

The Prayer & Care Team will be having our first meeting of the year on Wednesday, 
September 14

th
 at 6:30pm in the Meeting Room at WMC. Anyone that would like to 

join us is welcome! 
 

The focus of Prayer & Care is to help those in need. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Fellowship Center titled: “Time with Jeanine”. While Kim is away, it would be nice 
that one day a week; someone can take time to be with Jeanine. She will be happy 
to help you with chores, like cleaning your car, clean the fridge, sweep your      
driveway or you can take her out to whatever suits your fancy or to any sporting 
events at the COW!  
 

Another aspect of the Prayer & Care Team is to help provide meals to those that 
need it, such as those whom are recuperating from surgery, have a baby, etc. Abbie 
Clevenger will be coordinating the Meal Providers. And, when the need for a funeral 
meal arises, Eileen Ramsay will coordinate this, along with backups are Kim      
Hartman and Cathy Schmid.  
 

Our team is called the Prayer & Care Team. I have heard some people in church 
calling it the Care & Prayer Team. While the latter is not wrong, however, I think that 
prayer takes precedence before care. Think of when Jesus took priority in praying 
before anything (See John 17:1-26). 
 

John 17:9, Jesus says: “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those 
you have given me, for they are yours.” 

Margaret A. Latta, Elder of Prayer & Care  

COMMUNITY LIFE 

WORSHIP 

September is a wonderful month!  Temperatures have moderated 
leading to lovely cool evenings which are so enjoyable.          
September is also a big planning month. Schools reopen and 
WMC members have made choices about where and how to use 
their gifts. WMC is filled with gifted people! 
 

As you read this, the annual Outdoor Worship Service &     
Luncheon will have occurred. A BIG thanks to your Community 
Life Team and to Joe Cochran, from the OARDC, who is so very 
cooperative during the reserving and implementation of this    
special day. 
 

We are in the planning stages of an exciting event for the entire 
congregation to be held in early October. We are calling it the 

Wooster Best Fall Fest. BFF ― get it all you acronym               

specialists??  Clever, right?!  Look for details on our bulletin 
board, in Weekly Updates, and in the church bulletins.   
 

Thanks to the Wakefield family for participating in our second 
Getting to Know You activity. Thanks to Joyce Sigler for another 
outstanding presentation produced and displayed on the wall  
before church services. Look for another one soon! 

Our team met with the Stewardship team back in July to discuss 
the kitchen renovations. Projects were discussed, listed, and  
prioritized. We are anxious to watch for the progress made via 
our busy Stewardship team and their new elder,                      
Leon Hershberger. 
 

Our next meeting was to be determined after the Elder retreat on 
August 20

th
. The year of scheduled meetings for the Elders will 

have been decided upon during the retreat. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, 
email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any            
suggestions or concerns for our team. 
 

“God’s Peace to All!”  
Ken Nanes 

July 
Our July meeting was held on Tuesday the 
12

th
 with 6 members present. We did  

knotting on two comforters. Stitching on 
the large quilt had been completed. The 
quilt was sent to Kidron for the Relief Sale 
August 5

th
 & 6

th
. 

 

Loretta opened our business meeting in 
the absence of Carol Yoder. We began by 
approving the 2016-2017 ballot with these 
officers: President, Loretta Baur,          
Vice-President, Carol Yoder, and         
Secretary/Treasurer, Joann Hershberger. 
We received a thank you note from     
People-to-People for last month’s donation 
and a brochure from Adriel School. 
 

We discussed the School Kit project. We 
will invite other from our congregation to 
contribute to this project. We will again 
send a donation to People-to-People for 
their Back-to-School project. 
 

Molly Sponslor led us in our time of      
devotion, using Philippians 4:4-9 as a 
scripture. The title for this months devotion 
was “Slowing down at the feet of Jesus”. 
Creativity is a way of living. Molly urged us 
to slow down and savor our food, notice 
colors around us, and allow God to teach 
us. We need to slow down to experience 
the scriptures. After prayer we enjoyed our 
lunches and fellowship together. We also 
enjoyed having Ellie, Molly’s daughter, 
with us. 

August 
Nine ladies and one daughter joined     
together August 9

th
 for our monthly    

meeting. We worked on a small quilt and 
one small comforter. 
 

Carol Yoder opened our meeting          
acknowledging August birthday. Joann 
Hershberger read the minutes from last 
month’s meeting and gave the treasurer’s 
report. Another donation will be given to 
the MCC School Kits project. We thank the 
congregation for added contributions. We 
received a contribution to our account as a 
gift from Frances Moser’s Memorial. 
 

Scripture for this month’s devotional time 
was 2 Timothy 1:1-14. Several members 
read these verses. A Legacy from the 
leader’s granddaughter was read. We 
were urged to consider a legacy of our 
own to pass on to our children and   
grandchildren. 
 

We were saddened by the passing on of 
Ruth Mumaw, a longtime, very active 
member of our group. Loretta led us in 
prayer remembering several requests from 
the group and we enjoyed lunch together 
once again. 

~Carol Miller 
 
 
 
 
 


