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1. Have you been able to do 

any acts of generosity or 

blessing for others recent-

ly? Do you think of yourself 

as a chi ld of  God and       

co-heir with Christ? 

2. Have you used your hands 

i n  wo rsh ip ,  p ray e r  o r     

service lately?  

3. Have you been able to 

abide in God's peace and 

let it flow through you to 

others?  

4. Have you embraced Jesus' 

kingdom vision that scarcity 

and abundance are not 

limitations to God?  
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Stewardship Mtg. 
6:30pm 
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Elder Meeting 7pm 
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Weight Watchers 
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Set-up for  
75th Anniversary 
Celebration 
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Set-up for  
75th Anniversary 
Celebration &  
Open House  
6-7:30pm 
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75th Anniversary 
Celebration &  

Carry-In 
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WBS 1-2:30pm 
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Hands for Jesus 
9am 
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Julie L. Rental 
3-9pm | FC 
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WBS 1-2:30pm 
 
Community Life Mtg. 
6:30pm 
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Children’s SS Mtg. 6pm 
 

Christian Formation 
Mtg. 7pm 
 

Outreach Mtg. 7pm 
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WBS 1-2:30pm 
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Elder Meeting 7pm 

28 
 
Weight Watchers 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS... 

 

Christian Formation 
“Have you ever noticed that Jesus launched the Christian church, not while someone was preaching, but while people were 

praying?  In the first two chapters of Acts, the disciples were doing nothing but waiting on God.  As they were just sitting there…

worshiping, communing with God, letting God shape them and cleanse their spirits and do those heart operations that only the 

Holy Spirit can do…the church was born.  The Holy Spirit was poured out.”  (quote from Jim Cymbala’s Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire) 

 

It’s that school-starting time of year again, and many of us have gathered up the crayons, scissors, #2 pencils, and loose-leaf 

notebook paper we know are useful and necessary tools for a successful school year.  But it’s also the start of our Year of   

Mission here at WMC.  Have we begun to use our useful and necessary tool of prayer, both individually and in community?   

 

I invite you to check out the resources available in the sections on Prayer and Spiritual Renewal in our newly re-organized   

nonfiction section in the library.  And join in our church community by picking up your free copy of Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire and 

attending adult Sunday school beginning September 17
th
.  Again in the words of Jim Cymbala, “If we are courageous enough to 

go on the spiritual attack, to be mighty men and women of prayer and faith, there is no limit to what God can accomplish 

through us.” 

SeptemberSeptemberSeptember   
Welcome to the start of a new church year! We continue our missional journey. It is energizing 
to think of the new initiatives we will be doing together. I would like to highlight a few: 
 

Prayer: Expect to hear many stories about prayer this Fall. The adult Sunday school class will 
be going through the book Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, which has many inspiring stories about 
prayer. There will be a prayer event at the church on October 14th centered on Joseph’s story. 
Sara Wakefield is organizing a number of prayer gatherings. The Fall sermon series will be on 
the prayer life of Jesus. 
 

WMC Service Day: Please mark your calendars for October 28, from 8:30 am-1:30 pm. We 
will meet at the church, and carpool to various church members' houses to offer services such 
as raking leaves, maintaining gardens, painting and cleaning. We will meet back at the church 
for a lunch and fellowship time.  
 

Missional Discipleship Groups: Mennonite Mission Network is offering training and coaching 
to WMC and five additional Ohio Conference churches in creating and sustaining discipleship 
groups. Groups include three or more people and focus on growing in our faith with scripture, 
prayer, and accountability. If you are interested in helping to lead a discipleship group please 
let me know. 
 

Sister Church Relationship: We approved the formation of a sister church relationship with 
Yachiyo Bible Baptist Church in Japan and sent off a letter of invitation with Barney Martin on 
August 20th after our Covenant Sunday service. Expect to hear stories from Japan shared once 
a month of how mission is done and to share and receive prayer support from our sister 
church. 
 

Missional Habits: In the Spring we will be using Michael Frost’s book Surprise the World, to 
explore five missional habits he refers to as “BELLS” (Bless, Eat, Listen, Learn, Send). The 
practical value of doing BELLS is exciting and potentially transforming for our congregation. 
 

Leadership Development: Our elder leadership team will be journeying through the book The 
Permanent Revolution Playbook by Alan Hirsch and Tim Catchim. This resource has many 
helpful suggestions for empowering leaders in our ministry teams. Please pray for us as we 
engage this material and seek to grow. 
                         

Thank you again for your prayer and support! Jacob Dodson 

 

The King will say, “I tell you the truth, When you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”

    Matthew 25:40 

 

VISION God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as  
communities of grace, joy, and peace, so that God’s 
healing and hope flow through us to the world. 
 
 

 
MISSION The mission of Wooster Mennonite Church is to bring   
people to a saving faith in Christ, disciple each other for ministry, 
send everyone out for a life of service in the world, and glorify God in 
everything. 

 



 

 

Prayer & Care 

Our sister church, Yachiyo Bible Baptist 
Church, is pastored by Kimiaki Shiraishi. Mari, 
his wife, plays the piano for the congregation 
each Sunday. They are parents to four        
children.  
 

The city of Yachiyo (⼋千代市 Yachiyo-shi) is located in northern Chiba        

Prefecture, Japan. As of December 1, 2015 the city has an estimated          
population of 191,853 and a population density of 3,730 persons per km². The 
total area was 51.39 square kilometres (19.84 sq mi).  
 
When Ron and I visited the church we walked several blocks from Barney’s 
home to the bus station and took the bus to the train station. We were on the 
train at least 30 minutes before arriving at the Katsutadai Train Station. One 
Sunday we met another lady, a regular attender at Barney’s church, and 
walked with her the 7 - 10 minutes through narrow and busy streets passing the 
barber shop where Barney gets his hair cut, spoke to the welcoming barber, 
and continued on our way to church. Fresh flowers are always in place on the 
altar at the front of the sanctuary. One Sunday when we attended, prayer 
needs were shared like we share here. Following church they quickly set up for 
tea and we all sat around drinking tea and having artfully prepared snacks. 
Sweet potato and red bean are particularly enjoyed. Mari likes to bake and had 
tiny pieces of cake to share. We still carry with us the warm reception we re-
ceived. It was obvious the Spirit of the Lord is present with that dedicated group 
of believers.  
 
Please pray for Pastor Kimiaki and Mari. The pastor has an additional job to his 
pastorate. Two of their oldest children are attending university. With less than 
1% of Japan being Christian we would do well to pray for the people of Japan, 
for them to experience the love of Jesus.  
 
For this next church year I transitioned from Outreach to Prayer & Care       
Ministry. I am looking forward to sharing in this capacity. The Prayer & Care 
Team will have their next meeting September 13, 2017, at 6:30 pm in the     
fellowship area.  

Liz Martin 

This year, I am looking forward to serving with the Worship team! I am very appreciative of everyone 
for their willingness to help with the Sunday Worship services, whether it is preaching, leading, plan-
ning, playing/singing music, helping with the sound, or ushering.  
 

Do you realize that ALL of you help with the worship services? Your singing, praying, hearing God’s 
Word, shaking a visitor’s hand, sharing a joy/concern are all parts of our worship to our Lord Jesus!  
 

This year, Pastor Jacob will be preaching his sermons based from the book, “Fresh Wind, Fresh 
Fire” by Jim Cymbala. There are copies of this book available, if you would like to read more in 
depth. Prepare your hearts prior the each of the worship services by reading the Scriptures ahead of 
time, as follows: 
Sept. 3   “Take My Yoke”        Back to School Sunday            Matthew 11:25-30 
Sept. 10  “Vision, Venture, and Victory”  WMC’s 75th Anniversary Celebration  Acts 16:6-15 
Sept. 17  “Questionable Living”                1 Peter 3:15-16 
Sept. 24  “Bridge Folk”        Peace Sunday                 Ephesians 2:11-22 
Oct. 1   “He Gave Thanks”       World Communion Sunday            Luke 22:7-20 
 

“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.” Psalm 95:6. 
 

Margaret A. Latta, Elder of Worship 

September has long been one of my favorite months.  
Cool nights coupled with warm days are a lovely     
combination.  September feels like a time to plan – events, activities, and a more concentrated time to do God’s work. 
 

The annual outdoor worship and lunch were held at the OARDC on August 13th.  Jacob led a meaningful worship with a central theme of peace.  
The scrumptious lunch followed.  Some of us participated in a whiffle ball game, which was great fun – lots of baseball rules were bent to insure a 
great time for old and young.  
 

I am thankful for the efforts of Community Life concerning the luncheon on August 13th, especially in the area of cleaning up after lunch.  I am also 
thankful to Joe Cochran and Gwen Zimmerly from the OARDC for providing the keys, the golf cart, and for setting up all the tables in the facility.  
Thank you, Luke Parthemore, for driving the golf cart and thanks to Gordon Miller for the idea of having the whiffle ball game. 
 

Community Life and all of the WMC teams were asked to discuss the possibility of resurrecting the Christmas/Christmas Eve dinner for the public.  
The Community Life Team is unanimously in favor of having a dinner and provided several ideas as to food which will be carried back to the elders. 
 

Community Life would like to commend the group of people who have been tirelessly planning for the 75th anniversary of Wooster Mennonite and 
we all look forward to the weekend celebration on September 8th and 9th.  What a great time it will be to honor the history of our church! 
 

Our next meeting on September 18th will be a time of ideas and planning.  We very much look forward to what lies ahead in the remainder of 2017 
and as we go forward into 2018. 
 

Please feel free to contact me via phone (330-416-7038), text, email (kbnrun@aol.com), or personal contact with any suggestions or concerns for 
our team.            

In God’s Service―Ken Nanes 

 Outreach 
On Covenant Sunday, August 20, we the elders 

witnessed you, our brothers and sisters, commit 

to our teams and express the many gifts you 

have to share.  The image of the overlapping 

and interwoven hands traced on the poster 

board is a beautiful picture of how our church 

works together, each person doing his or her 

own part, to make wonderful things happen. 
 

There are many events on the church calendar 

in the coming weeks, all springing out of the 

minds and passions of each of our six ministry 

teams!  Check your bulletin, read your Body 

Builder, and keep your ears pricked during   

Sunday announcements – and then join in as 

many of these opportunities for fellowship,    

service, worship and learning as you can! 
 

Our elder team would like to once again thank 

Cathy Schmid for her years of serving the     

congregation as elder and our team as elder 

chair!  Cathy, we have greatly appreciated your 

insightfulness, your sense of humor and your 

dedication to the cause.  You will be missed! 

     

 Jon Longacre, Elder Chair 

It is easy to become discouraged and even depressed by the current events       
happening around us. Reprehensible ideologies and behaviors are excused and 
even applauded by those in power. Millions of innocent lives are caught in the cross-
hairs of a rogue nation’s military bravado. We feel helpless as the nation’s fourth 
largest city is immobilized by hurricane flood waters. 
 

In times like these, it’s good to remember that God is still present and at work in the 
world! And joining Him in his work, even in one small way, is a great way to trade in 
at least some of our anxiety and gloom for a bit of hope and joy. With that said, I  
invite you to participate in one of the events the Outreach team has prayerfully 
planned for the fall: 
 

 Oct. 6 at 7pm we will be screening the prison documentary 13
th
 here at WMC.  

The public and the College of Wooster will be invited.  A shorter, follow-up       
segment will be shown along with a brown bag discussion following the church 
service on Sunday, Oct. 8.  We are pursuing the idea of making MCC kits for   
prisoners or those being released into the community this fall; details to follow. 

 MCC Meat Canning will take place Saturday, Oct. 14 and Monday-Tuesday, Oct. 
16-17 at the Gerber Building behind Central Christian School in Kidron.  

 Outreach is sponsoring a Racial Justice Workshop on Saturday, Nov. 4, featuring 
InterVarsity’s Mindy Erdmann from Cleveland.   

 Mark your calendar for the Alternative Gift Market, happening Sunday, Dec. 3!  
Anyone want to make a table display or help with the Global Crafts booth?  

 After taking last year off, our church will once again host a Christmas dinner (this 
year’s will be on Christmas Eve). As always, there will be a number of ways to get 
involved! 

COMMUNITY LIFE Worship 

Date:  August 8, 2017 

Present:  9 

Devotions:  Carol Miller 
 

We met on a beautiful summer day and knot-

ted 2 comforters and the quilters continued 

their work.  In our meeting, Loretta brought a 

newspaper clipping about the inspirational 

story of the  Imhoff's from Chester Township 

who have made many "little dresses" which 

are sent where needed around the world.  We 

are continuing our school kit project and urge 

you to fill a bag or 2 or if you prefer, a donation 

is also very useful.  Our project for this month 

is a donation to People to People in response 

to their appeal for help in meeting increased 

needs.   
 

In other news, we are working on getting our 

new study guide called "Live Your Call" for the 

2017-2018 year,  We also will be looking for a 

new quilt top for our top notch quilters to work 

on soon.   
 

Our time of worship was called "New Begin-

nings" from Exodus. This is the story of    

Joshua assuming leadership of the children of 

Israel and taking them into the promised land. 

Carol shared some very interesting  personal 

stories which you may want to ask her 

about.  When she was young she lived close 

to what is now Adriel School.  At that time it 

was an orphanage and she and 3 of her    

siblings spent about a month at the orphanage 

to avoid infecting their baby sister with the 

whooping cough.   She also shared some the 

new beginnings in her life with Gerald and how 

God was with them and enabled their        

service.  We closed with prayer.  There were 

several people having birthdays this month 

and Lo re t ta  b rought  us  some love ly      

cheesecake to celebrate.   
 

Submitted by Joann Hershberger 

A huge thank you to everyone for both your financial and prayer support these last 
few months. The numbers are looking very good for us to end this years budget 
on the plus side of the ledger. I would ask for your continued prayer support as the 
Stewardship and Elder teams will be working on next years budget proposal to 
bring to you as a congregation at the fall business meeting. 

Stewardship Elder, 
Leon Hershberger    

Stewardship 

Wooster Mennonite Women  
“Hands for Jesus” 

From Elder Chair... 

Pastor Kimiaki & Mari Shiraishi  


