
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
It is with great joy that I share with you a three-year plan for ministry at Wooster Mennonite 
Church. This plan comes after much prayer, reflection, and visioning with you. It provides yearly 
themes and areas of focus for our ministries. It is flexible and will likely be revised at various 
points as we go along. The basic features of this plan are based on our discussions at the fall and 
spring congregational meetings. You will notice below that each of the three years builds upon 
its predecessor. The culmination of this plan is to become more fully a missional church. Please 
see the three sections below for specific information about each of the three years. Thank you 
for your ideas and help in shaping the vision and future of our church. 
 

In Christ, 

 
 

 

 

 

Year One: A Year of Stories (2013-2014) 
 

 

We as a church body are called to help one another recognize and learn from God’s work in our lives. 
During this year of stories our church will explore how God shapes our life stories. As we recognize God’s 
hand at work we will find greater joy and purpose, seeing that He can bring good from even difficult 
times in life. Our individual stories resonate with the larger Biblical story of salvation. The more we place 
ourselves within that larger story the more we can understand God's plans for our lives and the ministry 
of our church. Over the course of this year we hope to accomplish the following five goals: 

1. Identify God’s work in our lives and to share our own faith stories  

2. Grow closer together as a community as we share our stories with each other 

3. Connect our personal stories with the Biblical story 

4.  Form a group to work with and encourage our youth in their spiritual growth 

5.  Encourage individuals in the congregation seeking spiritual direction and leadership 
development 



 

 

 

 

Year Two: A Year of Witness (2014-2015) 
 

 

We as a church body are called to share our stories with others. During this year of witness our church 
will explore how God’s work in our life stories can be shared and celebrated. Our individual faith stories 
can be meaningful and inspiring to our friends and neighbors. The more we learn to listen to and serve 
others and follow God’s leading the more we are able to draw from our faith stories as powerful 
examples to others of God’s love and faithfulness. Over the course of this year we hope to accomplish the 
following five goals: 

1. Actively listen to others and be sensitive to their needs 

2. Identify and follow the leading of God in reaching out to others 

3. Become familiar with multiple ways of sharing our faith stories with others 

4.  Encourage our youth and children in sharing their faith stories  

5.  Encourage individuals in the congregation to witness and serve the community 

 

Year Three: A Year of Missions (2015-2016) 
 

 

We as a church body are called to be missional. During this year of missions our church will explore how 
God’s healing and hope flow through us to the world. As we recognize God’s leading to reach out to 
others we will find new opportunities to serve and minister to the needs of our community and world. 
Our Anabaptist emphases of learning the way of Jesus, supporting one another in community, and 
striving for peace and justice will inform our approach to missions. The more our focus shifts to serving 
and reaching out to those without a church community the more we can honor and understand God's 
plan to bring even more people into His kingdom family. Over the course of this year we hope to 
accomplish the following five goals: 

1. Develop a holistic understanding of missions (service and witness for the whole person) 

2. Think and act missionally as individuals and as a church community  

3. Develop one or more churchwide areas of missional focus in our community 

4.  Encourage our youth and children in serving and witnessing in their own contexts 

5.  Encourage churchwide participation in a mission project 


